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 March 2013 
2013 CCHGA Officers 
RD Huffines- President 

Tom Salter -  VP 
Betty Cannon- Treasurer 

Lisa Walker – Asst. Treasurer 
Judy Mayo- Secretary 

Jane Dilworth- Asst. Secretary 
Jesse Haye, Board Member at 

Large 
 

 
CCHGA Editor:  Lisa Walker, 
Cheatham County Historian, 

countyhistorian@bellsouth.net 
 

 

 
Upcoming CCHGA 

Meeting Dates 
 
April 11, 2013 @ 6:30  
(Program) 
 
May 9, 2013 @ 6:30 
 
June 13, 2013 @ 6:30 
 
July 11, 2013 @ 6:30 
(Program) 
 
August 8, 2013 @ 6:30  
 
September 12, 2013 @ 6:30  
 
October 10, 2013 @ 6:30 
(Program) 
 
November 14, 2013 @ 6:30 
 
December  2013 – No meeting 

 
Happy Birthday CCHGA!  

April 17! 
 
 
 
 

 

April 11, 2013 Spring Social Meeting 
Cheatham County Public Library @ 6:30 

Please join us for our first program meeting of the year!   
 
Gordon Belt, a resident of Kingston Springs,  will be the guest 
speaker and his presentation topic is “Stories from the Stacks” 
which will highlight interesting stories found within the 
collections held at the Tennessee State Library and Archives.  
 
Gordon Belt is the Director of Public Services for the 
Tennessee State Library & Archives. Previously, he worked as 
the Library Manager for the First Amendment Center, a non-
partisan think tank based in Nashville, Tennessee and 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Gordon received a master’s degree in History in 2003 with a 
concentration in archival administration from Middle Tennessee 
State University, and a bachelor’s degree in Political Science in 
1994 from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. 
 
He is an active member in the Society of Tennessee Archivists, 
having served as Vice-President for the 2010-2011 term, and as 
President for the 2011-2012 term. From 2009 to 2012, Gordon 
served as Treasurer for TSLA Friends, the friends group of the 
Tennessee State Library and Archives. Additionally, he holds 
memberships in the Society of American Archivists, Special 
Libraries Association, National Council on Public History, and 
the Tennessee Historical Society. 
 
Gordon is also the founding editor and publisher of The 
Posterity Project. Established in 2008, The Posterity Project 
[http://www.posterityproject.com/] is a blog offering 
“reflections on archives, public history, and memory” in 
Tennessee. He also served as a research and editorial consultant 
and received coauthor credit for a book written by his wife, 
Traci Nichols-Belt, entitled, “Onward Southern Soldiers: 
Religion and the Army of Tennessee in the Civil War,” 
published by The History Press. He is currently developing a 
proposal for a second book tentatively titled, “John Sevier: 
Tennessee’s First Hero.”  
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Atty. Boyd has New Law Partner 
January 18, 1968 - Ashland City Times 

 
Attorney B. J. Boyd now has as his partner, Attorney William G. Wilkinson.     
 
Atty.  Wilkinson is from Nashville, is 26 years of age, and worked the past five years 
with the Tennessee Department of Education.  He attended Austin Peay State 
University and the Y.M.C.A. Law School. 
 
His wife is the former Miss Linda Allen of Madison, Tenn., and they have four children, 
Billy, Franklin, Gwen and Andy.  He and his family reside at 113 East Elm Street and 
are members of the Ashland City Church of Christ. 
 
Mr. Boyd states that he feels that he has chosen a person who loves the profession and 
one who will make Ashland City a good citizen.

 
CCHS Seniors Hurt in Wreck 

February 7, 1968 - Ashland City Times 
 
Three Cheatham County High School Seniors were hurt when the car in which they 
were riding left the rain slicked highway on Tuesday of last week on No. 12 at Bull Run 
Road. 
 
Dale Turrentine, who has a back injury, was expected to be put in a brace Monday of 
this week.  He is in Baptist Hospital Room 8112.  Danny Felts, has been in intensive 
care since being hospitalized also at Baptist Hospital.  He was expected to be moved 
into a room on Monday of this week.  Daryl Millikin, who was said to be riding on the 
back seat was not seriously injured.  He was released from the hospital but was still 
under a doctor’s care. 

 

Local Student Makes Dean’s List at  Belmont 
February 9, 1983 - Ashland City Times 

 
 
Pamela Person Matlock made the fall semester Dean’s List at Belmont College, 
according to Kenneth Sidwell, dean of students. 
 
The Ashland City resident was among 201 honorees who represented more than 10 
percent of the student body for 1982. 
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In order to make the Dean’s List, students must carry at least a 12-hour load and obtain 
a 3.5 semester grade-point average. 
 
Ms. Matlock, of Bell Street, is a senior elementary education major. 

 

Obituary for Ruby  Burgess 
January 26, 1983 - Ashland City Times 

 
Mrs. Ruby Alieen Gafford Burgess, 68, Charlotte, died Tuesday, Jan 18.  She is 
survived by her husband, Edgar Burgess, Charlotte; two sons, William E. (Billy) and 
Howard Burgess, both of Nashville; one daughter, Mrs. Nancy Ersula Swaw, Charlotte; 
one sister, Mrs. V. W. (Odessa) Deal, Nashville; four grandchildren. 
 
Remains were at Shearon-Hunt Funeral Home where services were conducted 
Thursday, Jan. 20, at 11 a.m. by Bro. Donnie Mitchell.  Friends served as pallbearers.  
Interment was at Jackson Chapel Cemetery.  Arrangements were by Shearon-Hunt 
Funeral Directors. 

 

Williams’ Honored on 50th Wedding Anniversary 
February 8, 1978 - Ashland City Times 

 
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Edwin Williams were honored on their Fiftieth 
Wedding Anniversary with a celebration hosted by their daughter, 
Mrs. Betty Williams Cunningham of Murfreesboro.  Assisting Mrs. 
Cunningham were here three brothers and their families, Herbert 
H. Williams, White Bluff, Charles Edwin Williams, Ashland City, and 
Bruce Donald Williams, Dickson.  The large beautiful Golden five 
tier wedding cake was with Gold leaf decorating baked by The 
Gingerbread house of Murfreesboro.  Golden flowers worn by all 
members of the family, candles and table arrangements were by 
Rions Florist of Murfreesboro.  Mr. and Mrs. Amos G. Johnson of 
Murfreesboro assisted the Williams four granddaughters with the 
guest register and refreshments. 
 
The Cheatham County Farm Bureau Community Hall was the 
scene of the celebration attended by some 200 relatives and friends.  Special guests 
were Glenn, B. Williams, cousin of Mr. Williams; who served as witness to the wedding 
at the Cheatham County Courthouse on November 23, 1927 and Attorney B. J. Boyd, 
Ashland City, a life-long friend, who gave a brief history of their marriage; Mrs. Polly 
McLaughlin England of Wilmington, N.C.; Mrs. Iren McLaughlin Marsh of Ashland City 
and Mr. T. M. McLaughlin of Pleasant View, sisters and brother of Mrs. Williams, Fred 
B. Williams of Old Hickory, and Stroud Williams of Dickson, brothers of Mr. Williams.   
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Mrs. Williams is the former Mary Estelle McLaughlin, in addition to the four 
granddaughters mentioned above Mr. and Mrs Williams have five grandsons; they have 
lived in the Ashland City Community all of their lives.  Mr. Williams retired from the 
DuPont Company and Mrs. Williams from the Cheatham County School System.   
 
The special celebration was a great occasion enjoyed by everyone and family pictures 
were made by Walden Photographers of Ashland City. 

 

About People We Know 
January 24, 1968 - Ashland City Times 

 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Baskin of Tullahoma and Mr. and Mrs. Larry Baskin of Murfreesboro 
were weekend guests of Mrs. Annie Sanders and Miss Rose Johnson of Cheap Hill 

 
Mrs. G. W. Cushman and Mrs. L. A. Hollis spent Sunday in Nashville visiting Mrs. 
Cushman’s mother, Mrs. J. W. Cain, who is recovering from several weeks illness at the 
home of another daughter, Mrs. William McCormack. 

 
John Thomas Hunter is reported improving at home after surgery recently at Baptist 
Hospital. 

 
Mr. and Mrs. James Bradford of Nashville were dinner guests Sunday evening of her 
aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Stack. 

 
Bill Jordan came home Monday after three weeks in the hospital and is reported much 
improved. 

 
Mrs. George M. Lewis is reported some better in St. Thomas Hospital where she has 
been confined for the past week.  Speedy get well wishes to her. 

 
Clarence Bracey is reported doing satisfactorily after several days stay in the hospital. 

 
Mrs. Inez Knox entered Vanderbilt Hospital Jan. 9th and had eye surgery on Friday, Jan. 
12.  She is in room D.5237 and would enjoy get well cards.  On Sunday she will be 
moved to her daughter’s, Mrs. Charles Howell, 3704 Burrus Ave., Nashville 37216. 

 
Mrs. Ollie Mai Louallen of Chapmansboro spent this week with her sister, Mrs. Beatrice 
Batts in Nashville.  On Wednesday evening they visited Mrs. Knox at Vanderbilt 
Hospital. 
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 Ashland City Times - January 18, 1968 

Photo submitted by Karen J. Baker 
 

William McQuade “Boogier” Baker, Jr. 
US Air Force 

Wyoming, 1951 
 

One of the first members of the Kingston 
Springs Volunteer Fire Dept.   

 
Died June 22, 2006 

 

PALS Chapter 2013 Officers 
President – Ben Jordan 
Vice President – Marie Garland 
Treasurer – Brenda Curtis 
Secretary – Judy Mayo 
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Cheatham, a Tennessee County of Highly Diversified Interests 
The Nashville Tennessean; pg. C6; May 31, 1908 

 
Cheatham County, of which Ashland City is the capital, was established February 28, 
1856.   The first court in the county was held at Sycamore Mills, Monday, May 5, 1856.  
During the early settlement of the county many were the troubles encountered, and 
many ? existed, as is always the case of a new settlement, but the people were of that 
pioneer stock that overcame all obstacles and their children have made of Cheatham 
county one of the best in the state, and a more hospitable, quiet, industrious and 
contented people would be hard to find. 
 
The crops of the county are diversified, and the soil is reach and productive.  Wheat 
and corn are extensively cultivated in this section , and the years quiet an industry in 
small fruits has been built up here, strawberries especially doing well. 
 
“Seng” Culture. 
 
“Seng” grows wild in Cheatham County and this section produces a large amount of the 
root.  Here also is probably located the largest ginseng garden in the state, if not the 
whole south. 
 
Ginseng is of such nature that it reproduces or propagates itself by means of its seed 
only.  Roots planted produce seed.  Seed planted produces roots.  The stalk which 
bears seed is an annual, the root perennial.  Each stalk produces from fifty to 150 seed 
each year.  The seed require eighteen months to germinate.  Genseng can be grown 
successfully in nearly every state in the Union. 
 
A. P. Jackson of this county has about 1,000,000 plants now growing.  He sold 

$1,200 worth of ginseng last year, dug from a 20 x 96 foot space in his garden.  He is 
among the pioneers of the business, having commenced experimenting with ginseng 
ten years ago. 
 
Five years ago he planted $200 worth of stock, from which he has increased to his 
present status.  The profits to be made from ginseng growing are startling, and will 
probably look unreasonable to one who has not looked up the subject carefully. 
 
This county is in the dark tobacco district, and a large part of its population is engaged 
in the cultivation of the “weed.”  Ashland City has a large tobacco warehouse, two 
prizing houses, and there are also two at Pleasant View, in this county. 
 
The county contains some of the finest farms in this section of the state. 
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Continued from Page 6 

The timber is a s fine as any in the state.  While a great deal has been cut, there is any 
amount of it that has never been touched.  The timber resources include poplar, the 
different species of oak, chestnut, hickory, beech and walnut.  The tie interests of the 
county is extensive, and sawmills are numerous, Ashland City having both saw and 
planing mills. 
 
It is said that anyone contemplating seeking a new home, one where the greatest 
blessing bestowed upon man – that of health, combined with opportunity – has only to 
come to Cheatham County.  Many sulphur and mineral springs are found all over the 
county, and one, about two miles east of Ashland City, is visited every year by many 
Nashvillians for the benefit of their health.  Sam’s Creek Springs, once a noted resort 
for Nashville people, is located in this county, as also is Kingston Springs.  There is also 
Craggie Hope, where the motel Willow Brook water is found. 
 
Progressive Town. 
 
Ashland City is a growing town of 1,000 population and bids fair to be one of the most 
prosperous towns of Middle Tennessee.  This beautiful village nestles close to the 
hillsides bordering the Cumberland river.  It is situated near the geographical center of 
the county.  Twenty miles northeast of Nashville and thirty miles from Clarksville, being 
on the Illinois Central Railroad and Cumberland river, and is easily accessible.  The 
merchants are enterprising and progressive, almost every line of business being 
represented and in a flourishing condition, and prosperity is apparent on every hand.  
The society of the town is refined and educated. 
 
The high school building is a magnificent two-story concrete structure, beautifully 
situated on an eminence overlooking the town and surrounding country.  It is heated by 
an up-to-date hot air furnace, perfectly ventilated and lighted ,and equipped with patent 
single desks and such modern furniture as is necessary.  A library of a large number of 
valuable books is found in the school.  Prof. Z. A. McConico is principal of the school 
and has as his assistant Miss Josephine Link, who has not only the advantage of being 
born of teaching stock, but has a university training and experience as well.  She is a B. 
A. of Vanderbilt University, and a young lady of splendid Christian character. 
 
Prof. J. H. Judd  who is at the head of the primary department, as well as assistant in 
the academic department, is an educator of unquestioned merit.  Miss Mazie Nicholson, 
first assistant in the primary department, received her training from the Link School, of 
this county, and from Peabody Summer School.  Miss Victoria E. Chambers, of 
Randolph-Macon College, Lynchburg, VA., has  charge of the department of education 
and physical culture; Miss Martha McFarland, of Humboldt, Tenn., is making a splendid 
success of the department of music.  Mr. Delta McKnight is in charge of the department 
of stenography and typewriting. 
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Continued from Page 7 

 
The work of the school for the year has been satisfactory in every 
way.  About thirty active and prospective teachers constitute one of 
the most attractive features of the school. 
 
The town has three churches – the Methodist, Baptist, and 
Christian denominations.   
 
One of the most popular men of the county is Sheriff S. L. Harper, 
who is serving his third term as sheriff.  He is also president of the 
Cheatham County Carmack Club. 
 

S. L. Harper, Sheriff of Cheatham County 
To be continued in next newsletter…. 

 
 

PALS Chapter Annual Spring Picnic 
June 1, 2013 
12:00 Noon 

Brush Creek Recreation Area 
Everyone is invited! 

 

 
CCHGA BYTES 
Cheatham County Historical and Genealogical Association 
P. O. Box 703, Ashland City, TN  37015 
Phone 615-792-3623 
cchga007@bellsouth.net  
http://www.rootsweb.com/~tncchga/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit CCHGA’s Facebook site:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cheatham-County-Historical-and-Genealogical-Association/ 


