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Monthly Meetings 
Call the CCHGA Office at 792-
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Coming next month  
in the August publication of  

CCHGA BYTES: 
The Neptune Ferry 
Betty Gleaves Diary continued 
Ashland City Guards continued 
Cheatham County Schools continued 
Felix Street:  Slave Narrative 
Please send in a Member Spotlight! 

 
For reference questions, email 
Tennessee State Library &  
Archives at 
reference@state.tn.us 
 
 

 

J U N E  2 0 0 2  M I N U T E S  
The Cheatham County Historical and Genealogical Association met on 
June 27th, 2002 at the home of David and Mitzie Curtis, 2702 River 
Road, Ashland City, Tennessee.  The following 19 members and guest 
were present: Mitzie Curtis, David Curtis, Brenda Curtis, Gerald Curtis, 
Betty Cannon, Don Curtis, Betty McCool, Lisa Tinch, Earl Nixon, June 
Nixon, Max (Earl & June Nixon’s grandson), Ben E. Jordan, Barbara 
Heggie, James M. Allen, R. D. Huffines, Clayton McCool, Evelyn 
Tinsley, Dreama McCool Davidson, and Jim Davis.  President R.D. 
Huffines called the meeting to order at 7:07pm. 
 
Mitzie Curtis read the May minutes.  Motion by James Allen to accept 
minutes as read, seconded by Brenda Curtis and carried by vote. 
 
Betty Cannon read treasury report. 
 
President R. D. Huffines noted that the Neptune Community has 
enough money to purchase the Neptune Historical Marker. 
 
The Allen County Public Library of Fort Wayne Indiana; which is the 
second largest Historical Association in the country has requested all 
back issues of the CCHGA newsletters for their collection.  Along with 
a membership to continue receiving the newsletter in the future.  The 
Allen County Public Library has offered to pay all copy fees, shipping 
and any other charges associated with this request.  Discussion by 
membership to suggest that they apply for a life time membership to 
guarantee that the newsletter will continue to be received by The Allen 
County Public Library.  A motion was made by Mitzie Curtis to 
complete their request, seconded by James Allen and carried by vote. 
 
David Curtis presented this month’s program on medal detecting and 
Civil War relics.  Dave demonstrated several different types of bullets, 
buckles, breastplates and miscellaneous items for the guest.  Each 
member and guest received a Civil War bullet at the meeting.   
 
Two new members; Dreama McCool Davidson and David Davidson 
joined CCHGA and PALS during the meeting. 
 
A motion to adjourn the June 27th, 2002 meeting at 8:22 was made by 
Brenda Curtis, seconded by Barbara Heggie and carried by vote.

Want to contribute to CCHGA Bytes?  
Send an email to: 
Jim Allen – allenjm@bellsouth.net 
Greg Poole – greg.poole@state.tn.us  
Lisa Tinch – ltinch@bellsouth.net 
 

Unidentified photo from 
Howard Walker Family 

album 
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9:00 p. m. 
Nashville, TN 

November 22, 1917 
 
Miss Isabell Eatherly 
Ashland City 
 
My Dear Isabell –  
 
Five years ago today we wrote these letters we are now answering.  You was in the best of spirits and I was the happiest 
girl on the earth.  We was side by side in the dear old Bethlehem School.  Enjoying school days to their greatest.  Now you 
are away teaching and I’m away off here in Nashville working every day and among all kind and classes of girls and boys.  
But today Isabell I feel that I am not as mean after being among all classes as I was five years ago “for Mischief I am 
talking about”.  You ask me how I was.  I am in fine health and in the past five years there has been days I have worked 
when I would care but little had I not lived them through.  Have had the small pox, was the only contagious disease I have 
had.  You ask about my happiness (5 yrs) prior to when the letter was written.  I was that day the happiest of girls.  Now I 
cannot say that.  The things that made me happy then are no longer happiness to me and I told you that day I loved one 
boy better than I did anyone and if I could say the same today.  I love him still, but dear Isabell the things has changed 
since that date.  He’s still my own dear sweetheart and is dearer and nearer to me today than then,  We’ve had one falling 
out & quit, but made up again just about one year now.  Was just sore at each other 4 wks.  I have not neglected my 
church duty of going and there is where he found me and come home with me and we made up.  Thee of the joyful events: 

1) Was when I was going with Brent Darden and working at Skalowski’s Restaurant for 10 months of the last year 
of 2 yrs I worked there. 

2) Was when I had a happy home in the Dick flats and Walter was coming to see me and all the girls was in the 
country would come and spend the days & nights with me  And was going to the protracted meetings we used 
to have at dear old Bethlehem Church.  

3) Was when I promised J. W. M. – Oh I’ll tell you this one in person.  Don’t let no one see this one.  
The saddest in these five years: 

1) When I had to leave my happy home and go out in the world alone to seek my living and to be tempted by 
satan’s mean people and to bear the burdens that many people puts on me. 

2) The one saddest was when I followed behind my dear old grandma to her grave, but knowing she’s in peace.  
That has been almost one year ago.  

3) Was one when J. W. Maxey got rambling in his head and cared little for me and went away 9 months and I 
went home to the big meeting and did not enjoy nothing.  Now I am not as happy as you may thing.  My 
worrying no one only me and God knows I work hard now Isabell and sometimes I long to be out where I could 
be in a free old field to get caught up with my thinking and crying.  

 
And also know many boys have I loved.  There has been (3) three that I loved.  One dear one the same old stand by and 
Brent.  You never saw the third one. 
 
I never attended any other school only Bethlehem and Miss Clara I loved her – she has married since then.  Part of the 
most happiest days was spent in the Dick house by me.  Walter may have helped me, shared my ______ then, but now no 
one helps me share my worrying or sadness and Isabell I know you are far sadder today than you was five years ago.  For 
the one you loved then and now is far away in this awful war just as my one has gone and the other will go soon.  I shall 
not forget that worsted dress for it was pretty if it was mine and the club of hair is till upon my head and not much larger 
than was then.  I can picture in my own study how we looked playing ball that was real happiness.  We were the two oldest 
in the game and the only single ones out of the seven you named.  All of them have married and some have a baby and 
some are going to.  I wander if tonight if any of the girls even thinks about he school days.  Yes the chill you had was 
remembered.  I have not forgotten the day when we wrote these letters, it’s as fresh in my memory almost as twas then 
and Isabell tonight finds me well and living.  I’m thankful to the Lord and as you are well and living I shall not recall to mind 
one unkind thought or deed you’ve done me for I don’t think there has been any passed or done.  Isabell when I got home 
tonight, I sat down and began to write a letter to Joe Gower in the army.  I just thought out it being the 22nd and jumped up 
and it seemed that I couldn’t find your letter soon enough.  It has been on my mind several days and many many times I 
have wished to see it.  But as I read over it the tears blinded my eyes so I could not see just to think of the many things that 
five yrs can make such a change.  Now Isabell I think I have answered the questions you have asked now and the ones I 
left out I shall tell you about when you come.  I received your card.  We are at the same place and I sure want you to come 
after Thanksgiving and Isabell save this old letter you have written me 5 yrs ago for I want to keep it.  Now you come we 
have got all kinds of room for you and I really want you to come.  Now honey don’t’ let no one see this letter for it might 
cause excitement of something I’ve said and save the old letter and send me the one I wrote.  Come now after 
Thanksgiving and will compare the old letters together and the flower in yours, save if for I want to see it. 
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Schools in Cheatham County 
(We begin a series of short articles on Cheatham County schools. We would appreciate any articles, histories or memories concerning 
your local schools. ed.) 
 
Report of Cheatham County schools in 1878. “The system is growing in population greater than at any time 
since the war, but the terms are only 3 1/2 months in duration. Some districts consolidated with private schools 
and this lengthens their terms to 5 1/2 months. The schools are mostly taught in churches. 12 Districts, all but 
one.  
 945 white male students 
 842 white female students 
 280 black male students 
 234 black female students 
 23 white male teachers 
 7 white female teachers 
 5 colored male teachers 
 5 colored female teachers 
 30 white schools 
 10 colored schools 
 

T.J. Adkisson, Superintendent, Kingston Springs 
Senate Journal of the 41st Tennessee General Assembly (Nashville: Nashville American Press, 1879), pg. 30-31. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Salem School: Cheatham County’s Oldest School? 
Salem School was located on Moseley Ferry Road, or the Thomasville Road. It is considered one of the first 
schools in Cheatham County, possibly starting around 1856. The Rev, Sterling Brewer was among the first 
teachers. Later, in 1906, the school moved down the hill nearer the creek on land of John Thomas and Sarah 
Gupton Nicholson. They had sold 8 acres of land for $45 near the ford of Half Pone Creek to the school 
commissioners of the 6th Civil District of Cheatham County for the benefit of public schools. The commissioners 
were George W. Weakley, J.T. Fielder and John J. Gupton. Early teachers included Kate Swiney, Nora Felts, 
Estelle Frazier, Mrs. Bobby Gossett, Louise Hunt Shearron, and Elizabeth Jarrell. Some of the early students 
were Vera Hutchison, Ree Nicholson, Willie Poole, Everett Nicholson, Pearl Stewart, Rayburn Perry, E. Hollis 
and Charlie Batts. 
 
Due to lack of students, the school was discontinued in 1924 and the building dismantled. The building material 
was then used to build Hinton School which was located about 1/2 mile from the railroad at the end of Moseley 
Ferry Road (now Hinton Road). Hinton School was built on land donated by Emmett Blanton. After about 10 
years this school was consolidated with Bethel School. Some of the teachers at Hinton School were Louise 
Hunt Shearron, Effie Mae Fielder, Louise Bowling, Frances Nicholson, Annie Mae Hunter, Anna Clifton, Doris 
Major, Pauline Nicholson, Sara Duke, Ruth Nicholson, Bessie McCormack, Effie Gupton and Ila Hagewood. 
One of the teachers at the Hinton School remembered the building as being very rough and dilapidated. 
 

Ashland City Black -  1939. In 1939, there were 39 students and one teacher named Faynella J. Trice.  
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Bethel School 
Bethel School, located on Moseley Ferry Road, was formed in the 1870s by several dedicated men who saw 
the need for a school in the area. It was first called “Stump Toe,” because of the difficulty in walking over the 
inadequately cleared land. A few familiar names from this are were Pace, Weakley, Clifton, Walton and 
Chambliss. A Mr. Chambliss taught here in 1884. By 1906, it had become a two-teacher school. Among the 
teachers were three Williams’ sisters: Mrs. Cora Nicholson, Mrs. Nannie Bridgewater and Mrs. Martha Hunter. 
This school closed in April 1967 when West Cheatham school was built.                                                To be continued. 
 

Cheatham County Schools and Teachers in 1940 
Cheatham County’s 31 elementary and two high schools opened for the 1940-1941 term. County 
Superintendent James E. Gibbs said that the preliminary reports reaching his office indicate an increase in total 
enrollment. The enrollment at Central High School was the same as last year, 258. The Cheatham County 
teachers assigned as follows: 
Ashland City: Martha Adkisson, Ada Duke, Claudie Gibbs, Bess Harper, Eva Harris, Nannie Harris, 

Pearl Smith, Bess Jordan. 
Bearwallow:     Homer Blankenship, Willie Kate Harris. 
Beech Grove:  Fannie Lou Barfield. 
Bethel:     William Glasgow, Tennie Pearl Hewitt. 
Bethlehem:   Arnold Harris. 
Cedar Hill:  Louise Murphy. 
Cheap Hill:  V.W. Nicholson, Ruth Sublett. 
Cochran:  Lillian Hunt. 
Dog Creek:  Marjorie Barker. 
Greenbrier:  Edna Gibbs. 
Hinton:   Bessie McCormack. 
Idlewild:  Pauline Baker, Anne Dozier. 
Kingston Springs: Mrs. C.E. Anderson, Jewell Finch, Mary Cummins, Ruth Rust, Carrie Street. 
Lockertsville:    Ruth King. 
Lillimay:     Lois Barker. 
Marrowbone:    Effie Mae Fielder, Rose Johnson. 
Mt. Pleasant:    Thelma Williams. 
Mt. Zion:     Gladys Jackson, Christine Harris. 
Neptune:     Granville Pack, Mildred Clifton. 
New Hope:   Harwell Hagewood, Anna Clifton. 
Pegram:     Clifford Devault, Helen Robinson. 
Pinnacle:     Jesse Carney, Evelyn Bradley, Elizabeth Bradley. 
Pinson:     Christine Pardue. 
Pleasant View:   T. Roy Hicks, Louise Hunt, Charles Hallums, Ila Hagewood, Morine Bradley. 
Pond Creek:     Robbie Allen. 
Poplar Ridge:   Lena Hewitt, Mary Margaret Read. 
Sam’s Creek:    Nellie Hutton. 
St. Amanda:     Sallie Hale. 
Sweet Home:    Pauline Nicholson. 
Thomasville:     Fred Gupton. 
Triangle:     Evelyn Carney. 
Central High:    J.A. Barksdale, Principal; D.F. Adkisson, Charles G. Pitner, J.P. Glover Jr.; Frances 

Carmon, Cecil Elliott, Mrs. Josephine Duke, Mrs. Pinkie Christian, Mrs. Annie Heathman, 
Frances Nicholson. 

Kingston Springs High:Clifton Hagewood. 
 
From Cheatham County Annual Report, 1940-1941, Tennessee Department of Education Records, Tennessee State Library and 
Archives. 
 
JULY CCHGA MEETING TO BE HELD AT CHEATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY ON JULY 25, 
2002 IN THE COMMUNITY ROOM AT 7:00 PM!!!!! 
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The Ashland City Guards 
(A few issues ago, I began a series of abstracts of the service records of Company E, 18th Tennessee Volunteer Infantry also known as 
the "Ashland City Guards" Unfortunately, I abruptly stopped even though I promised to continue in the next issue. I apologize for that 
error, and will "pick up" where I left off in last September's issue. Editor.) 
 
**Binkley, H.W.   Private; 16 years old; enlisted August 7, 1861 at Camp Trousdale; discharged November 6, 1862.  
**Bright, Robert B.   Private; 26 years old; enlisted May 29, 1861 at Camp Cheatham; discharged December 11, 1861. 
**Brown, S.A.   Private; place of birth: Madison County, Tennessee; complexion: light; hair: light; eyes: blue; height: 6 ft.; 
deserted at Chattanooga, August 23, 1863; captured and sent to Military Prison, Louisville, Kentucky; took oath of 
allegiance, September 24, 1863. 
**Bryan, J.N.   Private; 25 years old; enlisted May 29, 1861 at Camp Cheatham; "sent home on sick furlough"; re-enlisted 
August 7, 1861 at Camp Trousdale; killed in action at Stones River on January 2, 1863. 
**Cain, Andrew Nelson   Private; 22 years old; enlisted June 27, 1861; "absent at home on sick furlough," re-enlisted 
August 7, 1861 at Camp Trousdale; captured at Fort Donelson on February 16, 1862; sent to military prison at Camp 
Butler, Springfield, Illinois; exchanged to Vicksburg, Mississippi, September 23, 1862; deserted from Murfreesboro, 
November 10, 1862. 
**Cain, Henry W.   Corporal/sergeant; enlisted May 29, 1861 at Cedar Hill; captured at Fort Donelson on February 16, 
1862; sent to military prison at Camp Butler, Springfield, Illinois; exchanged to Vicksburg, Mississippi, September 23, 1862; 
wounded in battle at Chickamauga and sent to hospital; wounded on the Chattahoochie River, July 5, 1864 and sent to 
hospital; served until end of war. 
**Carney, Elijah Wilson   Private; 23 years old; place of residence: Cheatham County; complexion: fair; hair: dark; eyes: 
dark; height: 5 feet, 8 inches; enlisted May 29, 2861 at Cedar Hill; captured at Fort Donelson, February 16, 1862; sent to 
prison at Camp Butler, Springfield, Illinois; exchanged to Vicksburg, Mississippi, September 23, 1862; captured at 
Orangeburg, South Carolina, February 12, 1865; sent to prison at Hart's Island, New York; took oath of allegiance and 
released June 14, 1865. 
**Carney, W.W.   Private; enlisted November 23, 1862 at Murfreesboro, Tennessee; reported sick in hospital; died of 
appendicitis in hospital near Atlanta on May 3, 1864. 
**Carney, William   Private; place of residence: Cheatham County; complexion: dark; hair: dark; eyes: hazel; height: 5 feet, 
5 inches; enlisted October 21, 1861 at Murfreesboro; captured at Fort Donelson on February 16, 1862; sent to prison at 
Camp Butler, Springfield, Illinois; exchanged to Vicksburg; captured near Atlanta on July 30, 1864. 
**Clark, E.J.   Private; enlisted December 3, 1862 at Murfreesboro; "disgracefully deserted his company, September 8, 
1863; deserted near Chattanooga; took oath of allegiance, September 17, 1863; released at Nashville.  
**Cothran, John R.   Private; enlisted August 7, 1861 at Camp Trousdale; captured at Fort Donelson, February 16, 1862; 
received severe thigh would; name appears on list of wounded on board USA Steamer, Chancellor  in charge of Dr. 
Wardner, 12th Illinois Regiment; sent to Simon's General Hospital, Mound City, Illinois, February 22, 1862. 
**Craddock, Ed   Private; enlisted May 29, 1861 at Cedar Hill; "in guard house under charge of desertion." 
**Craddock, L.L.   Private; 22 years old; enlisted August 7, 1861 at Camp Trousdale; no further information given.  
**Demumbra, J.W.   Private; 21 years old; enlisted May 29, 1861 at Cedar Hill; captured at Fort Donelson, February 16, 
1862; sent to prison at Camp Butler, Springfield, Illinois; exchanged to Vicksburg, Mississippi, September 23, 1862; 
reported on list as a patient in General Hospital, Thomasville, North Carolina; paroled in North Carolina, May 18, 1865; 
transported to Ashland City, Tennessee. 
**Demumbra, Spencer   Private; 17 years old; enlisted May 29, 1861 at Cedar Hill; captured at Fort Donelson, February 16, 
1862; sent to prison at Camp Butler, Springfield, Illinois; killed at battle of Resaca, Georgia, May 15, 1864. 
**Demumbrian, Samuel .   Private; 18 years old; enlisted May 29, 1861 at Cedar Hill; captured at Fort Donelson, February 
16, 1862; sent to military prison at Camp Butler, Springfield, Illinois; exchanged at Vicksburg, Mississippi, September 23, 
1862; wounded at battle of Stones' River, wounded in arm and left in hospital; sent to military prison in Louisville, Jan. 5, 
1863; transferred to military prison at Fort McHenry, Baltimore, Maryland, May 10, 1863; in hospital, Episcopal Church 
Hospital, Williamsburg, Virginia, May 14, 1863; killed in battle of Chickamauga, September 19, 1863. 
**Douglass, James   Private; enlisted May 29, 1861 at Camp Cheatham; died July 19, 1861. 
**Dozier, Henry H.   Private; 17 years old; born in Davidson County; occupation: teamster; complexion dark; eyes dark; hair 
dark; enlisted November 25, 1862 at Murfreesboro; absent in hospital by order of surgeon of the 18th Tennessee, injury of 
spine received in August, 1862 at Russellville, Kentucky by being ran over by horses in a retreat causing partial paralysis; 
discharged August 1, 1863. 
**Dozier, J.J.   Private; enlisted June 2, 1863 at Beech Grove, Tennessee; left the command September 11, 1863, 
deserted near Lafayette, Georgia; took oath of allegiance at Nashville, Tennessee. 

      To be continued 
 

Josephine McMahan along with her sister, Nancy Duke Murphy, compiled and have donated to 
CCHGA a copy of The Links of Our Family & Connected Kin.  Thanks for a job well done! 
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Eighty-Four Year Old Cheatham Man Debunks Those Good Old Days 
 Already stretching the span of life allotted by Israel’s Psalmist 14 years, John B. Patton, retired farmer 
and tobacconist, quietly observed his 84th birthday at his home in Ashland City, Sunday. Mrs. Patton, born 
Georgia Ann Felts, observed her 78th birthday, February 3. They have been married 62 years. Both are in 
reasonably good health. 
 Mr. Patton was born February 25, 1856, near what is now the Davidson County line on Highway No. 12. 
His family moved to the Bethlehem community in 1863, where Mr. Patton remained until he moved to Ashland 
City in 1903. 
 Mr. and Mrs. Patton have the following children: Mrs. Sam Binkley, Bethlehem community; Mrs. J.W. 
Nicholson and Miss Mary Patton of Ashland City; Walter Patton of Hickory Point; J.H. Patton of Springfield; J.P. 
Patton of Indiana; Mrs. R.M. McWhirter and Jerome Patton of Nashville. Emily Patton died in 1938. A son, Roy 
Baxter Patton died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Patton are members of the Freewill Baptist church, he having been 
a member for 72 years. 
 “Are people generally having as hard a time today (1940) as you had when you were a boy?,” Mr. Patton 
was asked. “Why, man, they don’t know anything about hard times today. My father was in the Confederate 
Army. We never saw him after he left home. He was wounded and taken prisoner at Fort Donelson, and 
afterwards died in a Northern prison camp. We were told that he was given a decent burial. That left my mother 
on a few acres of ground with six children. The oldest was 15; the youngest 5. A little sister died not long after 
my father was carried wounded from Fort Donelson. 
 “My mother took in washing, and did work that had formerly been done by slaves. At first she had a few 
hogs and a cow. The retreating soldiers killed and ate all these. She had two horses, but a soldier took one of 
them, leaving behind a sick substitute, which had to be killed. For breakfast we had a few pieces of cornbread 
with a little gravy on it, when we could get something to make grace with. If mother was home at dinner time, 
which she seldom was, we had parched corn. For supper we had parched corn. When spring came, we had 
sullet. Nothing ever tasted so good. What coffee we had was generally made of either sweet potatoes or 
parched corn. I don’t know what we would have done without corn. 
 “One day an older friend invited me to go home with him to dinner. That sounded good. For dinner my 
friend had boiled green chestnuts. We went barefoot until Christmas. We had no matches. I never saw a match 
until years after the Civil War. In 1865, I worked 12 months for $24 dollars. My oldest brother worked hard for 
seven months for a cow. How the women worked. They worked every night until 12 o’clock, carding and 
spinning after having worked all day. Salt? We went to the smokehouse, shoveled the dirt where meat and 
boiled the dirt until it became a sort of brine. And all the winters were bitter then. We pulled a two horse wagon 
loaded with furniture across the Cumberland River here in 1863. 
 “And they had no Red Cross in those days. No help for the poor widows. No institutions for the blind. No 
homes for old people. No public charities. The churches helped as much as they could, but they were very 
poor.” Clarksville Leaf Chronicle, Feb. 26, 1946. 

(John B. Patton died February 19, 1949 and was buried in Forest Hills Cemetery in Ashland City. ed.) 
 

Speaking of debunking the “good ole days” - at the August 22, 
2002 CCHGA monthly meeting, the guest speaker will be Karen 
Glenn and her children (pictured at left with husband Mark 
Glenn).  The Glenn family from Pleasant View were recently seen 
on the television PBS special Frontier House.  The show can be 
seen again on Nashville Public Television starting August 10.   
Karen will discuss life on the 1880’s frontier as well as talk about 
what went on behind the camera which you didn’t see on 
television!   
 
 

A Cheatham County Civil War Veteran - John Harrington 
“Resident of Pleasant View, Cheatham County; born in Robertson County, now Cheatham on June 10, 1845; 
member Company E, 18th Tennessee; wounded in the knee at Bentonville, North Carolina; surrendered at High 
Point, North Carolina, April 7, 1865; did not take oath; married; wife aged 55 years; 3 daughters living; cooper; 
no real or personal estate.”  

From Confederate Pension Applications, Tennessee State Library and Archives, No. 7569, filed October 23, 1905, accepted. 
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The Demumbreun Family: Two Early Records 

 
“The eldest of the children of Timothy and Elizabeth (Durard) Demumbreun was John Baptise Demumbreun, 
who was born on January 24, 1788. As early as 1824, he began to buy land on Marrowbone Creek in what is 
now Cheatham County, and in a few years he owned an extensive tract, extending beyond the confluence of 
Little and Big Marrowbone Creeks. This juncture of creeks was included in a parcel of 386 acres which on April 
1, 1839 he bought of Dennis Dozier. His own residence which a few years ago was destroyed by fire, was 
situated on a commanding eminence some 200 yards southeast of the juncture of the 2 creeks. Here he died in 
1872 and probably buried in the family graveyard on the side of the ridge to the right of the house.”    
Cate, Wirt A. “Timothy Demonbreun,” Tennessee Historical Quarterly, 16 (September 1957), pg. 224-225. 
 
 
To Governor Andrew Johnson; 
 
Governor: We have no Coroner in this county and cannot have a legal postmortem examination when a fellow 
creature found dead, which must be our excuse for this irregular report. 
  
Yesterday, the 21st instant, as we were informed and believe, a squad of Federal soldiers commanded by 
Captain or Lieutenant Barn, First Tennessee Cavalry or mounted infantry, arrested a man, a citizen of this 
county by the name of William B. Demumbrine at the house of Mr. A.H. Williams on Sycamore Creek and when 
they conveyed him about a quarter of a mile therefrom, he was killed by a shot from a gun or pistol which took 
effect in the left eyebrow. As this occurrence has created great alarm in the neighborhood, we earnestly hope 
that you will cause the matter to be investigated. The corpse was shrouded, confined and delivered to that 
father of the deceased by the citizens today. All of which is respectfully submitted. D.W. Nye, D.A. Wilkins, C. 
Vedder and A.B. Carlin.  
From Andrew Johnson Papers, Tennessee State Library and Archives, 1864 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YARD SALE 
Saturday, July 27th 

7 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
2702 River Road 

Community Yard Sale to Benefit 
 

 
The Pond Creek, LillaMay and Sams Creek (PALS) 
Chapter of the Cheatham County Historical and 
Genealogical Association  
 
Collection Center for items will be set up at 2702 River 
Road. Yard sale Items and donations accepted. 
 
Call Dave Curtis @ 792-2761 for information. 
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CHEATHAM COUNTY HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

P O Box 703 
Ashland City, TN  37015 

 
Individual $15.00/year     Family  $25.00/year 
 
Lifetime $100.00    80+ Free  
 
Donation Amount _______________ 

 
NAME: include wife's surname before marriage if applicable._____________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
YOUR BIRTHDATE: _______________________SPOUSE BIRTHDATE_____________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:________________________________________STATE__________ZIP CODE______________ 
 
PHONE: HOME___________________BUSINESS_______________E-MAIL ADDRESS________________ 
SPECIFIC CHAPTER DESIRED:  

Ashland City    Kingston Springs  Pleasant View   
 Pond Creek & Lillamay/SamsCreek (PALS)  At Large Member 

 
Make checks payable to CCHGA 

Comments:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Cheatham County Historical and Genealogical Association 
P. O. Box 703 
Ashland City, TN  37015 
 


