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CCHGA Bytes 
The next CCHGA meeting is February 23, 2006 at the Cheatham County Public Library 

 
R.D. Huffines - President 
Cleo Hogan - Vice President 
Judy Mayo - Secretary 
Betty Cannon - Treasurer 

CCHGA Donation 
Thank You: 

Brenda Montgomery 
 

Next CCHGA Meeting 
 
The next CCHGA meeting is 
Thursday,  February 23, 
2006 at the Cheatham 
County Public Library at 
7:00 p.m.   
 
The guest speaker will be 
John Taylor.  He will give a 
slide presentation about 
Nashville’s 1897 Centennial.   
The presentation will show 
some of the more unusual 
Centennial buildings, such 
as the Negro Building, A 
Spanish Renaissance style 
building, a Chinese village 
created when 200 Chinese 
were brought to Nashville to 
give people an idea of what 
China was like.     
 
Over two million people (and 
probably some were our 
Cheatham County 
ancestors)  came to 
Nashville for the 1897 
Centennial.   The 
celebration lasted six 
months.   
 
CCHGA members are 
invited to bring refreshments 
which will be served before 
the presentation.  All 
members and guests are 
invited to attend this fun and 
interesting presentation.   

PALS Update - contributed Judy Mayo 

 
The PALS Chapter met on January 17 at the home of Earl and 
June Crouch Nixon and made plans for the year.  Our regular 
meetings in 2006 will be on the third Tuesday every other month 
and those dates are March 21, May 16, July 18, September 19 and 
November 21.  Besides these regular meetings, at least one field 
trip is planned and suggestions will be discussed at the March 21 
meeting about where this will be.  PALS Members come and give 
us your ideas on this trip! 
  
Officers for 2006 will remain the same as 2005 and they are:  
President Bo Jordan; Vice-President Earl Nixon; Treasurer, Brenda 
Curtis and Secretary, Judy Mayo.   
  
A cemetery cleaning day is scheduled for Saturday, March 4, 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the Hooper Cemetery on Sams Creek 
Road.  Everyone who is able is encouraged to help out.  Contact 
Gerald Curtis for more information. 
  
The PALS Book is progressing nicely but we still need more 
chapter members to contribute a story, family history, photos, old 
documents, etc.  We also need more information from current 
residents of the PALS area.  Our chapter founder, Jim Allen, 
wanted us to produce a 'big' book so we need lots more to put in 
it.   We hope everyone will be writing something and looking up old 
photos and documents during these cold winter days.  Please let us 
hear from you! 

 
ROLL CALL:  Who are you  researching or looking for? 

 
Anita Goldtrap Johnson Lunn:  Contact:   agoldlunn@netscape.com 
I am researching Binkleys, Stewarts, &  Newmans   in Cheatham County. Also, 
Youngs and Wallings from Bull Run Road area.   

 
Margie Roberts:  Contact:  matr48@aol.com 
Main surnames I am working on in Cheatham County are: Talley, Turrentine, 
Binkley, Hill and Cofer.    

 
Thomas Murff:  Contact:   murffdaddy@mail.syberwerx.net   (931) 647-1180 
In Cheatham, Robertson, and Montgomery Counties I am a descendant of Murff, 
Elliott, Teasley, Gower, Winters, Wilson, Weakley, Williams and research these 
and others. 
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News from the Communities - contributed by Greg Poole 
Cheatham County 100 Years Ago, 1906 

 
Invitations have been sent 
announcing the marriage of Mr. 
J.B. Smith Jr. to Miss Lela Binkley 
to take place at the Ashland City 
Methodist Church at 5:30 o’clock 
Monday evening, March 5th.   
Nashville Banner, February 24, 1906. 

 
Late Monday evening while at work 
on a bridge that is being built 
across Sycamore Creek, near 
Midway Mills, two men, George 
Goodlett and Ben Davis lost their 
balance and fell to the ground both 
receiving several injuries. Mr. 
Goodlett’s shoulder is dislocated, 
while Mr. Davis received an ugly 
gash on the back of his head and 
had his leg broken just above the 
ankle.   Nashville Banner, February 24, 
1906. 

 
Tennessee Ex-Governor Robert 
Love Taylor spoke at Ashland City 
yesterday to the largest crowd ever 
assembled in the courthouse in 
Ashland City. Every available 
space of sitting and standing room 
was taken by the enthusiastic and 
appreciative audience. A 
committee of ten gentlemen went 
up to Scottsboro on the early 
morning train and met the Ex-
Governor and escorted him to 
Ashland City. 
 A large crowd of citizens 
was at the depot to meet the 
speaker and they marched up Main 
Street to the Central Hotel, where 
the Governor established his 
headquarters and held a reception 
which lasted until the hour of 
speaking at 1 o’clock. At the depot 
when the Governor was invited to 
enter a carriage and ride up town, 
he very politely excused himself 
saying he would walk with the 
people, as he was democratic in all 
things. Governor Taylor was 
introduced by the Hon. J.E. Justice, 
who welcomed the hundreds of 
people to the town. After the 
speech, the Governor was 
entertained at dinner last evening 
at the home of Captain and Mrs. 
Thomas A. Turner, after which he 

returned to Nashville.   Nashville 
Banner, February 27, 1906. 

 
From the Cheatham County Court 
Minutes, 1906, Record Book, G: 
Ordered by the Court that W.H. 
Binkley be released from paying 
poll tax for the year 1905, he being 
over age. pg. 254. 
 
Sycamore, Tennessee, December 
29, 1906. 
To the Hon. Chairman, Cheatham 
County Court: 
 
Sir: I have examined the bridge 
built by George W. Darrow at 
Sycamore and find the work well 
done and a splendid steeple bridge 
built of first class timbers of white 
oak. I have also examined his labor 
bill and find it cheap enough. I 
recommend the Court accept the 
bridge and pay for same. Respt. 
J.H. Felts, Commissioner. 
 
G.W. Darrow $6.20; Will Harris 
$9.00; C.C. Darrow $4.50; G.F. 
Darrow $.80; Garfield Morris $1.87; 
John Binkley $.80; James West 
$1.60; Frank Morris $3.00; Nails 
$2.60; 4072 lumber $50.90.   pg. 
255. 
 
-Ordered by the Court that a 
Committee of three justices be 
appointed by the Chairman to 
consider the establishment of a 
county high school for Cheatham 
County and report the same. R.B. 
Williams, J.H. Judd and G.W. 
Fambrough were appointed to said 
committee.   pg. 255. 
 
-Be it ordered by the Court that 
Miss Brake be accepted into the 
County Poorhouse. pg. 256. 
 
-Ordered by the Court that the 
lands of W.M. Barr be taken from 
the 16th District and attached to the 
15th District, he being more 
convenient to schools in the 16th.   
pg. 270. 

-Ordered by the Court that James 
Smith be allowed $9.22 for lumber 
furnished for bridge.   pg. 270. 
 
-Ordered by the Court that the 
portion of the alley or pass-way in 
the Lenox Annex in Ashland City 
be closed from Washington Street 
running north separating the block 
numbers 35 to 41 and 42 to 48.   
pg. 270. 
 
-Ordered by the Court that the 
Chairman renew the insurance on 
the Courthouse.   pg. 273. 
 
-Ordered by the Court that the 
Chairman’s salary for 1906 be fixed 
at $250.00 and paid quarterly.   pg. 
273. 
 
-Jury List for the June Term, 1906:  
District 1: R.S. Demembreum, W.T. 
Sanders; 2: J.T. Newman, J.M. 
Babb; 3: W.R. Harris, J.M. Harris; 
4: T.J. Pace, Eugene Pennington; 
5: Jim Wall, B.H. Shearon; 6: Alsey 
Jones, W.H. Dice; 7: G.W. Denny, 
Ed Moseley; 8: R.H. Proctor; 9: 
Sam. Jordan, J.H. Jordan; 10: E.W. 
Pack, Joe Scott Jr.; 11: O.L. 
Beckham. Joe H. Mayes; 12: I.N. 
Jones; 13: M.L. Morris, Burgess 
Read; 14: J.F. Bidwell, Jim Felts; 
15: Thomas Shores, R.C. Gupton; 
16: T.H. Flowers, A.B. Pardue.   
pg. 277. 
 
- State of Tennessee, No. 540. 
This is to certify that Hugh Dozier 
residing at Ashland City, 
Tennessee has this day applied to 
and has registered an automobile 
made by Ford Motor Company and 
known as :Model C” machine, 
being 10 horse power, propelled by 
gasoline. April 3, 1906. John W. 
Morton, Secretary of State. 
(Editor’s Note:  Ford Model C was 
introduced in 1904 and was a version 
of the Ford Model A with more modern 
look, slightly more powerful engine and 
15 cm (6 inches) longer wheelbase. 
Both A and C was produced at the 
same time, but the Model A could also 
be bought with a Model C engine, an 
option called Ford Model AC. The  
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Cheatham County 100 Years Ago, 1906 
 
 
Model C engine is a flat-2 giving 10 hp. 
The Model C was sold for $850, with 
the option of making it a four-seater for 
an extra $100. The top cost extra, 
rubber for $30 and leather for $50. 
Production ended in 1905 with 800 
cars made.) 

 
A movement of vast importance to 
Cheatham County has been set on 
foot by the organization of the 
Cheatham County Fruit Growers’ 
Association. A meeting of 
considerable importance was held 
in the Courthouse in Ashland City, 
which was well attended by an 
enthusiastic crowd of men 
interested in the fruit industry in 
Cheatham County. This county is 
known to produce the best class of 
of berries, apples, peaches, pears 
and other fruits. And while the 
association will make a specialty of 
strawberries at present, it is 
expected to be able in a short time 
to ship other fruits in large 
quantities. The officials elected for 
the ensuing year are P.J. Wyatt, 
President; Enoch Dozier, Vice 
President and F.M. Simpkins, 
Secretary and Treasurer   Nashville 
Banner, March 3, 1906. 

 
Mr. George Burton, a prominent 
planter of the Henrietta 
neighborhood died very suddenly 
of heart failure Thursday afternoon. 
He was on the road from his home 
in Henrietta in apparent good 
health when he was suddenly 
stricken and was barely able to get 
home before he died. He was 84 

years old and is survived by his 
wife and three children: Mrs. Aleck 
Collier of St. Bethlehem, 
Montgomery County, Mrs. J.W. 
Smith, who lives on the Port Royal 
Pike and J.E. Burton Sr. of Taylor’s 
Landing. The remains were 
interred Friday in the family burying 
grounds.   Nashville Banner, March 3, 
1906. 

 
One of the most notable social 
events of the year was the 
marriage of Miss Lelia Binkley and 
Mr. J.B. Smith Jr. at the Methodist 
church at 8:30 o’clock last evening. 
Before the marriage ceremony took 
place Miss Manning of Nashville 
rendered several appropriate 
musical selections. Miss Hattie 
Binkley, sister of the bride was the 
maid of honor. Mr. Walter Smith, 
brother of the groom was best man 
and Mr. Cleveland Binkley, brother 
of the bride, gave her away. Misses 
Pearl Lenox and Nannie Rhea, 
Messrs. Jenner Carney, Kenneth 
Casey, George Murff and Hugh 
Dozier were the attendants. The 
bride is one of the most popular 
young ladies of the community, 
while the groom is a prominent 
young business man of Ashland 
City, being the junior member of 
the firm of Stump and Smith.   
Nashville Banner, March 6, 1906. 

 
Mr. Charles Sanders and Miss 
Myrtle Arrington of Ashland City 
were married Sunday. Rev. J.E. 
Hudgens performed the ceremony.   
Nashville Banner, March 10, 1906. 

 

An interesting event in Cheatham 
County was the celebration 
yesterday of the 100th birthday 
anniversary of Uncle Henry Walton, 
colored, ex-slave of Dr. Isaac B. 
Walton of Ashland City. Uncle 
Henry was born in Sumner County 
near Gallatin, March 18, 1806, and 
was the property of William Walton, 
a prominent farmer of that section. 
In manhood’s prime he was of the 
physique tall and muscular and 
averaging in weight from 180 to 
200 pounds. As evidence of his 
remarkable strength at that date, 
he was, while a resident of Sumner 
County to carry a barrel of flour on 
each shoulder up the banks of the 
Cumberland River from a boat 
landing near Gallatin. He was 
never sold, but handed down as a 
valuable inheritance through three 
generations of the Walton family. 
 During the war and after, 
he remained loyal to his former 
owners only leaving them a few 
years ago to live with his children. 
But for sickness in the Walton 
family, it was the intentions of 
several members of his white 
people to dine with him yesterday 
at the home of his son-in-law near 
Neptune. 
 He is a basket and broom 
maker and is yet able to go to the 
forest and cut white oak saplings 
for his baskets. His worthy wife, 
Aunt Martha has long since 
crossed over. He has about 50 
dependents, most of whom were 
present at his birthday dinner. 
Nashville Banner, March 16, 1906. 

 

 
 
A few talented CCHGA members showed up on January 16 to work construction in the museum.  
R. D. Huffines,  Cleo Hogan, Gerald Curtis, Roy Miles, and Jim Schippers worked tirelessly and 
they were rewarded for their hard work with a pizza donated by Betty Cannon.   

 
ROLL CALL:  Who are you  researching or looking for? 

 
Cleo Hogan:   Contact:  cdmhogan@usit.net 
HOGAN, HOLT, NORFLEET, KING, PENNINGTON; and collateral relatives:  WHELESS, BINKLEY, COON, 
KIMBLE, MORGAN, WEAKLEY, NICHOLSON, CHAMBLISS, BAGWELL,  
  

NEXT CCHGA MEETING FEBRUARY 23, 2006 @ CHEATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 7:00 P.M. 
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A Cheatham County Mother’s Plea for Her Son, 1862- contributed by Greg Poole 
June 27, 1862 – A Cheatham County mother's plea to free her son from the Federal prisoner-of-war camp 

 
Ashland City, Tenn. 
June the 27th 1862 
 
Mr Andrew Johnson. Govner of Tennessee 
 
I have a request to make of you which I hope you may grant[.] The favour I have to ask is that you will let Alley Abernathy 
come home on a parole of honor and stay 2 months as a prisoner at home, he is my oldest child I hav a living[.] his brother 
got killed in blowing rock in a sistern two years ago. my husband died 15 months ago, the only son I have with me had his 
thigh broke, and his breast bone broke and twisted out of its natural placed, and is injured inwardly so blood passes from 
him whenever he fatiuegs himself, he is disabled for life. it was done by falling from a swing 2 years ago, I have three little 
girles to rase, if you would grant my requst it would confer a great favour on me, I will not sate the character of Alley[.]Note 
1He is a study kind hearted boy and if he has an enimy on earth I do not know it. Profeser Jarmon says he is the best boy 
that ever went to school to him [.] he is also a Christain, and you must remember that the privates did not cause the war, 
theay were forced to take up arms on one side of the other and theay made their choice to go with the south[.] As to Alley 
he said had rather be in his grave it was the lords will than to go to war, but he said he would not go as a drafted man. As 
to my own part I am not bitter at either party, as I think it a fulfillment of the bible. as the learned of all denominations admit 
that their is some important event to take place between this and 1866 the melenial year is to ursure in it is expected by a 
grat maney. and if that be a correct opinion we all should be ready to appear before the juge to receive our final doom. 
That knows no change, here we hope for a change of our prisnors or pease, that they may return to their homes. but one 
hope I have for my child if we meet hear on earth no more that I will meet him around the throne of god whear no harm can 
reach him, Mr. Johnson you have power now but recollect the bible says whatsoever measure we mete out it will be 
measured back again, but I must stop for perhaps I have written more than you will read by remember the feeling of a 
parent and grant my requst. Please answer this, and I will ever be under many obligations to you, if you would let all the 
boys come home on a parole of honor it is my opinion that theay, would return when called for, and I do not think it would 
be any injury to the north for theay are escaping, and coming home and as theay, cannot stay at home, theay are forced to 
go to the southern army, but if theay were permitted to come home on a parole of honor they would be glad to remain at 
home in a honorable way[.] no more at present. . .  
 
Yours with respet Narcissa R. Hall This letter I wish to be kept private[.]The Prisoners that I wish released was taken at 
Donolson [.] theay are at camp Butler near springfield Illinois[.] 
 
Papers of Andrew Johnson, Vol. 5, pp. 509-510. 
 
(Note : Albert or Alben A. Abernathy, Narcissa's second son, was a private in Co. C, 18th Tennessee Infantry. He was captured at Fort 
Donelson and imprisoned at Camp Butler. In September 1862, he was exchanged with his regiment at Vicksburg. In December 1862, he 
was killed at the battle of Murfreesboro. See Papers of Andrew Johnson, Vol. 5, p. 510. fn2.) 

 
Here is a photo from Judy 

Mayo’s grandmother’s photo 
album.  Her grandmother was  

Lida Allen Crouch.  Does 
anyone know these women in 

the picture?
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The Affair at Harpeth Shoals, January 13, 1863 - contributed by Greg Poole 
 
Destruction of fully laden U. S. hospital ships (U. S. S. Trio, Parthenia ) and one gunboat ( Sidell ) by Wheeler's cavalry at 
Harpeth Shoals on the Cumberland River.   Report of Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans, U. S. Army.HDQRS. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 15, 1863.GEN.: Supposing it well to furnish 
the Department evidence of the inhuman violations of the rules of civilized warfare by the rebel authorities, I inclose of the 
lists of our medical officers who were robbed of their private and personal property at the late battle, and statement of 
Chaplin Gaddis, who was on a hospital boat that was fired on and robbed at Harpeth Shoals by Wheeler's cavalry. I can 
multiply documentary evidence on these outrages and many others, fully revealing the barbarism of these rebel leaders, 
and will do so, if you think desirable. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, W. S. ROSECRANS, Maj.-Gen.OR, Ser. 
I,.Vol. 20, pt. I, pp. 979-980.Report of Brig. Gen. Robert B. Mitchell, U. S. Army. HDQRS., Nashville, January 13, 
1863.MAJ.: The steamer Charter was burned last night about 8 o'clock, with her cargo. But two regiments have arrived 
from Gallatin yet; two locomotives have given out. Stanley went on the Hillsborough pike, as you directed. I think our force 
should have been sent nearer the train. Damn the railroad, say I! ROBT. B. MITCHELL, Brig.-Gen., Cmdg.OR, Ser. I, Vol. 
20, pt. I, p. 982.Report of Gen. Braxton Bragg, C. S. Army, TULLAHOMA, January 17, 1863.Gen. [Joseph] Wheeler, with a 
portion of his cavalry brigade, after burning the railroad bridges in the enemy's rear, pushed for the Cumberland River, 
where he intercepted and captured four large transports; destroyed three, with all the supplies, and bonded one to carry off 
the 400 paroled prisoners. He was hotly pursued by a gunboat, which he attacked and captured, and destroyed her with 
her whole armament. I ask his promotion as a just reward to distinguished merit. BRAXTON BRAGG. OR, Ser. I,.Vol. 20, 
pt. I, p. 982. 
 
Excerpt from the report of Reverend Maxwell P. Gaddis, on board the U. S. S. Hastings at the time of the attack:. . . I beg 
to state that I was one of the passengers aboard the steamer Hastings. . . on the 13th. . . the day she was fired into by a 
party of rebel guerrillas of General Wheeler's cavalry brigade, under command of Colonel [William B. ] Wade. The Hastings 
had on board 212 wounded soldiers under charge of Surgeon Waterman, with instructions to report the same at Louisville. 
The Hastings left Nashville without any convoy. On nearing Harpeth Shoals we saw the burning hull of the steamer 
Charter, opposite a group of some half dozen of more small houses that had also been burned. A short distance below a 
fleet of six steamers were engaged in loading and unloading Government stores under the protection of the gun-boat Sidell 
commanded by Lieutenant [William] Van Dorn. Suspicious of some danger below I hailed Van Dorn and inquired as to who 
burned the boat and boat and houses. He replied that the guerrillas had burned the steamer and that he had retaliated by 
burning the houses. "Is there any danger below?" "No;" said he, "you can pass on safely. I have cleaned them out." The 
steamer Trio also laden with wounded was in advance of us some four or five miles. Believing all safe below we passed 
on. On reaching the head of Harpeth Shoals we saw the Trio lying to in a cove on the south bank of the Cumberland River, 
thirty five miles from Nashville, and thirty miles from Clarksville. Having heard the caption of the Trio say that he was nearly 
out of fuel I presumed that he was taking on wood. On a nearer approach to her I discovered a company of cavalry drawn 
up in a line on the bank just above the Trio. Two of the company took off their hats, waved them at us and ordered us to 
come to. I inquired "Why, and what do you want? We are loaded with wounded and have no time to stop." "Come to, or we 
will fire into you." And at that instant the whole line came to a ready. Being the only commissioned officer of board (not 
wounded) with the exception of Surgeon [Luther D. ] Waterman I immediately assumed command ordered the captain of 
the Hastings to land. The boat in the meantime had moved past the designated landing point, and the guerrilla commander 
gave the order to fire and three volleys of musketry were fired all taking effect upon the upper and forward portion of the 
steamer. The volleys were followed by one discharge of cannon, the ball passing through the clerk's office on the starboard 
side and out on the opposite side of the cabin. I told them to cease firing as we were landing as rapidly as possible. On 
landing they boarded the steamer and ordered the men to leave the boat as they must burn her. In connection with Doctor 
Waterman I urged the claims of humanity upon them, and finally through a personal acquaintance with Captain [Spruel E. ] 
Burford, General Wheeler's assistant adjutant general, we extracted from them a promise to spare the boat on condition of 
the captain entering into bonds that she should carry no more supplies for the Army of the United States. I pass by a 
description of the horrible scenes enacted by Wades' men. They plundered the boat, even to the knives, forks, spoons, &c. 
Rifled passengers' baggage; robbed wounded soldiers of their rations, and money from their pockets; took the officers' side 
arms, overcoats, hats, &c. I reasoned with their officer to no purpose, save  
 
Captain Burford, who was utterly unable to control the men. I then took on board the wounded of the Trio and her crew and 
asked permission to leave. This was granted and the colonel ordered his men off. On his leaving he noticed several bales 
of cotton on which our wounded men were lying; he instantly became furious and ordered us to remove the same ashore 
and burn it, a task almost impossible. Many of the men were badly wounded; night was coming on; no rations nor 
medicines and thirty miles distant from any military post. Seeing all this I asked for other terms. He then agreed if I would 
burn the cotton on my arrival at Louisville he would spare the boat and allow us to go on unmolested, and in the event of 
my failing to comply with the order I must return to the line of the Confederate States as a prisoner of war. These terms   

continue on page 6 
NEXT CCHGA MEETING FEBRUARY 23, 2006 @ CHEATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 7:00 P.M.
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The Affair at Harpeth Shoals, January 13, 1863 continued 
were harsh, but in view of the suffering men I instantly complied, brought to, her crew and passengers transferred to us,  
and preparation was them made to burn the Trio and Parthenia. In order to save the Hastings from coming in contact with  
the steamers. . . I again asked to leave. This they would not grant, but through the entreaties of Captain Burford, we were 
allowed to cross to the other side of the river under range of their cannon. We hardly landed when the gun-boat Sidell hove 
in sight. On her appearance the enemy mounted their horses and awaited her action. She came on under a full head of 
steam, carrying her when the engine had ceased within 150 yards of our boat, on the same side of the river. I hailed Van 
Dorn; told him to take the middle of the stream and not endanger the lives of the wounded during the engagement, for we 
had no other idea but that he would fight. To our utter astonishment he ignominiously surrendered, without firing a single 
shot. He then crossed her over to the steamers and ordered us across the river again. I took on what was left of the crew 
and soldiers and after waiting one hours and a half, according to their orders I started with the Hastings for Clarksville, 
reaching there at 8 p. m. and reporting to Colonel Bruce. He acted promptly and soon furnished us with supplies. I 
telegraphed the facts to General Rosecrans at Nashville. Maxwell P. Gaddis, Chaplain Second Ohio OR, Ser. I, Vol. 20, pt. 
I, pp. 980-981.  
 
The late raid of Wheeler and Forrest on the Cumberland below Nashville is the talk now--cavalry capturing 5 transports and 
a gun boat is as good as Forrest's men taking a battery at Murfreesboro last summer with shot guns! Wheeler and Forrest 
burned the boats and stores and took 300 prisoners. The raids and feats of Stuart's cavalry in Va. are being thrown entirely 
in the shade by the daring deeds of the mounted men of the West. Forrest, Morgan, Wheeler and Van Dorn are beating the 
Virginian cavalry to death. Long may they wave!   War Journal of Lucy Virginia French, entry for January 25, 1863. 

 
 
From somewhere in the South Pacific   during World War II came this Valentine via 
V-Mail.   The author John R. Bright, Jr. used to teach music (band/orchestra) in the 
Cheatham County School System.  This item was found in the papers of his estate 
among letters and items from three different Presidents of the U.S. expressing 
thanks for his community service as well as service to his country.  Item to be 
placed with CCHGA for eventual display in the County Museum.   
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