
December 2014 
 

Please note!  If you have not renewed your membership for 2015, this will be your 
last newsletter!  Please support CCHGA, we cannot do it without you! 

 
 
Betsy Thorpe studied folklore and ethnic anthropology at the 
University of Oregon and is a scholar of early twentieth century 
Southern culture and history. A free-lane writer Betsy specializes in 
reflections on historic and current events. She is also a long-time 
waitress. She lives in Nashville Tennessee with her daughter and 
three granddaughters.  
 
Thorpe is an honorary member of the Bellevue Harpeth Historical 
Association and the Nashville, Chattanooga Preservation Society. 
She is also a member of Nashville Historic Inc. and the Cowan 
Railroad Museum. She is most proud of her awards in 2011 and 
2012 of a private individual Writer's Room at the Nashville Public 
Library, an honor bestowed by the library on a select number of 
authors. In 2014 she was honored again when she was invited to 
contribute to the Nashville Encyclopedia. This on-line project is creating an important resource 
documenting Nashville history and culture. 
 
The Day the Whistles Cried; the Great Cornfield Meet at Dutchman's Curve is her first 
book. She will be CCHGA’s guest speaker at the April 9, 2015 Spring Social meeting which 
will be held at 6:30 at the Cheatham County Public Library. 
 
By delivering a presentation that is more town hall meeting than lecture author Betsy Thorpe 
encourages questions from the audience when speaking about her book, The Day the Whistles 
Cried the great Cornfield Meet at Dutchman’s Curve, the story of America’s deadliest train 
wreck.  
 
 Her eagerness to focus on the human aspect of the story of the worst train wreck in U.S is 
apparent.  “Hundreds of families were impacted by injury or death and thousands of people 
witnessed the immediate aftermath of the wreck.” she recently told one group, adding, “One of 
the hardest parts about writing this book was deciding whose story I was going to tell.”  
  
The tragic tale, set against a backdrop of wartime urgency and human error, unfolds in the midst 
of the racial and societal divisions of the early twentieth century.  It is more than the story of a 
train wreck – it’s a window of time into 1918 Southern life.  
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• The CCHGA office needs more volunteers in 2015!  Please call 
615.792.3623 and leave your name and phone number if you are 
interested in helping to preserve our Cheatham County past! 

• The Cheatham County Museum is looking for volunteers!  Contact 
R. D. Huffines at 615.792.4106 or leave a message at the CCHGA 
office 615.792.3623. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashland City Times, December 19, 1951 
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Memories of Mr. Hadley Williams, Jr. 
Continued from September 2014 CCHGA Bytes 
 
Being an entrepreneur at a young age, one of his many jobs was hulling walnuts and he made $1.00 a 
day doing this.  He also helped Mr. Ty Pardue set tobacco for $5.00 a day.  He worked construction 
over the years and also at the Ford Glass Plant.  He was the first black person to work the voting 
booth and was on the Cheatham County Election Commission for 11 years. 
 
Remembering old man Will Adkisson, you could hear him coughing before you ever saw him.  He 
always had a stream of smoke behind him because he smoked a pipe all the time.  He also had a 
peach orchard with some good peaches. 
 
The most honest person in Cheatham County was Ruse Tucker.  Mr. Hadley said we can’t praise him 
enough for what he did for the county.   
 
The richest black guy growing up was Joe Edwards who lived on Bell Street.  Bell Street was named 
after Dalton Bell. 
 
In Mr. Hadley’s many life adventures, he got to shake Ethel Kennedy’s hand in the 1960s. 

 
Ashland City Times & The Tennessean [Nashville, Tenn] 01 Sep 2009  Randy Moomaw 

Hadley Williams calls himself an entrepreneur because he is always dreaming of something new to develop and 
pursue.  

His latest venture, PET, has been on his mind for some time.  

PET provides a cremation or burial services for family pets. One of the unique features he offers is the ability to 
transport the remains of your pet with you if you have to move.  The remains are placed in a poplar wooden box 
with a cherry finish and then encased in airtight, waterproof Plexiglas for protection.  

On Saturday, Williams served his first customers, Bill and Yvonne Stinnett, who recently lost their beloved 
cockapoo, Bubba. "Bubba would have been 14 around Christmas," said Bill, still feeling Bubba's loss. "He was 
a Valentine's Day present to Yvonne in 1996."  

Williams knew Bubba well and often took care of him when the Stinnett's would go on vacation.   "Bubba was 
the most well-mannered dog, and he'd always shake your hand," Williams said.   Williams conducted a 
graveside service for Bubba while the Stinnetts, along with daughter, Lynn Williams, sat with roses in hand.  
After burying Bubba, Williams conducted a prayer for Bubba.   The Stinnetts were visibly moved by Williams' 
handling of the service and his care and respect for Bubba.  

"This may seem like an awful lot to do for a dog," Bill said. "But he did an awful lot for us."   Williams believes 
that many pet owners think of their pets as family. He wants to provide a professional service that offers dignity 
and compassion.  
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PETER BINKLEY AND THE MORAVIAN CHURCH 
(Submitted by Charmaine Cochran Jamieson) 

Peter Binkley (Binkele) left a Lebenslauf or funeral memoir in accordance with Moravian custom in order to allow the deceased to 
“speak” at his own funeral, the first part of the memoir was usually dictated to someone else, often a number of years before the 
subject’s death.  This first part typically contains an account of the subject’s secular life and details of his spiritual journey including 
how he came to accept salvation.  The second part, frequently introduced by a formula such as “So far his own story” was added after 
the person’s death and contained information about the cause of death, a description of the deceased’s last days and hours, an 
assessment of his life, and the names of any survivors.  The Moravians customarily sang hymns and read Scripture to the dying, and the 
member’s reaction to this is frequently included as well as comments the member made about his approaching death. 
 
Because of Peter’s funeral memoir, we are able to know more about him than we know about some of our other ancestors.  Not only do 
we know his date of birth, his Parents’ names, his wives’ names, his date of death, but we know many details of his life that might 
otherwise have been lost.  We know of his early fatherlessness and poverty, of the ways he earned a living, of his concern for his 
children’s education and of his interest in spiritual matters.  (Peter appears to have been very much a seeker, not satisfied with the 
church into which he was baptized as an infant.) And, of course, we know of the most dramatic event of his life, his being struck by 
lightning. 
 
Peter’s will also yields valuable information about his life.  Besides documenting which of his twenty-three children survived him, it 
hints that Peter was a man of foresight and sound judgment.  Surprisingly sophisticated, the will not only provides for the division of 
Peter’s material goods among his survivors but also ensures the future care of his son Christian, who was evidently mentally retarded.  
It appears that Peter received assistance in drafting the will as Abraham Steiner signed it with the designation “Juret.” 
 
The Bethania Diary, a journal kept by the Moravians in the Bethania Community, notes that at the time of his death, Peter Binkley was 
the oldest member of their congregation.  Records indicate that Peter may have been a lay minister in the Moravian Church as it is 
recorded that he often traveled with the ordained minister on preaching journeys through the area.  As a waggoner during the 
Revolutionary War, Peter delivered supplies to the militia and earned a place on the DAR Patriot Index. He left behind a legacy of 
service to his God, his country, and his family that is still honored more than two hundred years after his death. 
 
From the Records of the Moravians in North Carolina, Volume 4, page 1824:July 11,1782 – Brother Binckele came to have his memoir 
written, which was done on the twelfth by Sister Cramer. 
 
(A copy of the translation of the original German memoir, found in the archives of the Moravian Brethren at the Home Church, Salem, 
North Carolina.  Translated by Dr. Adelaide Fries, archivist; copy secured from her by Ruth Carver Gardner,  June 25, 1934.) 
 
Memoir of Brother Peter Binckley 
Who departed this life August 29, 1793.  He was born March 2, 1704, in the village of Guckensberg in Canton Berne in Switzerland.  
His parents were Christian Binckley and Elizabeth, maiden name Burg.  In his ninth year his father passed out of Time; on account of 
their poverty our departed brother had been obliged to see his support from outsiders already in his sixth year. 
 
In his thirteenth year his mother moved into Alsace and the following year his brother came for him, and he lived with him for three 
years herding his cattle. Then he served another farmer for two years.  The latter advised him to learn  the trade of shoemaker; he had 
been in that work only fourteen days when he engaged himself for two years to an innkeeper as driver.  The large size of the farm and 
many opportunities for doing evil led him to concerns about the salvation of his soul.  In order to get away from that place he married 
Anna Maria Werly and remained in the neighborhood, that is, in the Steinthal District, for twelve years, supporting his family by 
cutting wood in the forest and burning charcoal. 
 
In the eighth year after his marriage, he and another man with whom he was cutting grass were stuck by lightning as they had taken 
shelter under a beech tree from the rain, and he was so badly burned that for several weeks he was confined to his bed.  This occurrence 
delayed for four years his plan of going to America, but meanwhile he associated himself with the Awakened People of the 
neighborhood. 
 
In the year 1736 he and several other Awakened families immigrated to America, reaching Philadelphia toward the end of September.  
The same fall he went to Warwick (now Lititz: Dr. Fries) and remained there two years.  From there he moved to Catores, nine miles 
above Yorktown.  Here he was associated with the Separatists and heard for the first time of pious count Zinzendorf, who however had 
already returned to Europe.  Soon after, for the first time he heard a Brother give free witness to the full atonement for sin made by 
Jesus, which was very comforting to our departed Brother, who hitherto had not so listened with open ears and heart to the doctrine of 
the sufferings and death of Jesus which alone could make men holy.  He quietly sought every opportunity to attend services of the 
Brethren, where he frequently heard Brother Spangenberg preach, whereby he received some blessing. 
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In 1748 his wife died after a married life of about twenty-four years, blessed with fourteen children of whom six are still living.  In 
1749 he married widow Maria Margaretha, maiden name Geiger, and in the second marriage God gave him nine children of whom six 
are living.  In the year 1750 he was received into Unity, and in 1752 he attended holy communion for the first time.  In 1763 he moved 
to Manakasy to be nearer a schoolhouse, but as there he could get only one hundred acres of land and had no water, he sold that farm 
and in 1772 moved with his family to Wachovia and established himself three miles from Bethania. 
 
So far his own story. 
 
From his life here it can be said according to his own testimony that he loved the Saviour and in spite of failings and errors it was his 
intention to rejoice His heart; that his joy was in the Word of God and in the services of the church was manifest, for when because of 
advance age he could no longer ride a horse he constantly walked three miles from home in order to attend services.  In the midst of all 
the difficulties which surrounded him he permitted nothing to dissolve association with the Congregation, and he often said that the 
Saviour was his One and his All, his only comfort and Support, and how constantly he longed to be at home with HIM.  All who knew 
him honored him as an upright and peace-loving man. 
 
As late as the eleventh of this month he came to Services and as usual he was happy and affectionate.  The same evening he had a hard 
fall which apparently revived an injury which he had received in a fall last spring and from which he seemed to have recovered.  The 
same evening he must go to bed, and it soon became evident that this was to be the cause of his release.  The pain which he suffered 
was much increased by a severe cough; yet, he was bright and content when the blessedness of being with Jesus was pointed out to him.  
He said he did not know what the plan of the Saviour was, but he was entirely ready to submit to His will, and that he could gladly say 
that nothing disturbed his mind. 
 
On the day before his home-going, he was visited by several Brethren from here; he was quite cheerful and affectionate, and he 
appeared much pleased by verses sung for him, during which he folded his hands together.  He remained conscious to the end and 
passed away gently and peacefully toward evening on the twentieth of this month. 
 
His age was eighty-nine years, five months, eighteen days.  He is now in peace.  Of his twenty-three children by his first and second 
marriages, eleven are still living.  He left sixty-two grandchildren and fifty-six great-grandchildren.  So that as far as we can learn the 
entire number of his still living children and children’s children is 129. 
 
Peter Binkele was the father of Adam Binkley, the first settler in Sycamore Valley. 
 
Adam was born 13 Aug 1744 in Codorus, York County PA and died 03 Mar 1887 in Cheatham County.  More information on Peter, 
Adam, and family will continue. 

 
Painfully Burned 
The Nashville American  (1894-1910); Dec 15, 1907; pg. 8 
Ashland City, Tenn., Dec 14. – (Special)  News has just reached here from  Pegram Station, this 
county, that Miss Alleen Crouch, of that place, who is the 14-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. N. H. 
Crouch, was painfully and severely burned a day or two ago.  While starting a fire the sleeve of her 
dress caught, and she was painfully burned about the arm and on her side.  Her condition is not 
regarded as being dangerous. 

 
The News this Morning 
Daily American (1875-1894); Sep 3, 1889; pg. 4 
Miss Eva Cearley, of Pegram Station, Tenn., got on the train at that place to go to school at 
Cloverdale.  She never reached the latter place, however.  At Craggy Hope she was met by her lover, 
Ed Campbell, who had matters arranged and they were at once married.  Miss Cearley’s parents 
objected to her marriage and wanted her to finish her education. 

 
 

$500.00 was raised at the CCHGA Fall Bake Sale!  
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Forest Fires  The Nashville American  (1894-1910); Dec 3, 1904; pg. 3 
Are Doing Great Damage to Timber in Cheatham County. 

 
Ashland City, Tenn., Dec. 2 – (Special) – Forest fires have been raging in this county for several days, doing 
considerable damage to small timber and cross ties.  Parties living in the neighborhood of the fires have been 
compelled to watch their premises closely and sometimes fight the fire to save their fences and outbuildings.  
Last night the fire approached the top of Sidney’s Bluff, just across the Cumberland River from this place.  The 
whole valley and this town were lit up by the fire, and the bluff took on the appearance of an Aetna or Vesuvius.  
It was a beautiful and sublime scene, the whole town turning out to witness it. 

 
Thomas Walker Drawing Soc. Sec. for 15 Years 
Ashland City Times, June 23, 1965 
 
“We hear a lot of talk these days about numbers, 
machines and computers, but a person will always be 
much more than a number,” says William H. Pitts, field 
representative, Social Security Administration.  “Concern 
for our fellowman will not diminish with age either,” Pitts 
said.  Although Thomas Walker, 1618-17th Avenue, 
South, Nashville, Tennessee, will be 100 years old in 
December, he has not been lost somewhere on a card or 
in a file.  He is still remembered after being on the social 
security roll for 15 years. 
 
Mr. Walker has been receiving social security checks 
since 1950.  The first benefit checks were payable in 
January 1940, but Mr. Walker preferred to keep on 
working.  He stared receiving checks at the age of 84.  
Mr. Walker was active until recently.  He injured his back 
while on the way to a bank with his social security check. 
 
Mr. Walker was born near Pleasant View, Tennessee, on 
December 18, 1865.  He helped his father operate a farm and general merchandise store in Pleasant 
View until about 1898.  He decided to leave the farm and started to work for Herman Brothers, 
Nashville, Tennessee, in the dry-goods business.  After working for one year on the inside, his health 
failed.  Mr. Walker said, “that inside work broke me down.  It ruined my health.  So I followed my 
doctor’s advice and worked out in the open from then on.  I went back to Pleasant View and worked on 
the farm again.  Later on though I took a job as a traveling salesman, I followed this line of work the 
most of my working years.”  When asked about his formula for a long and happy life, the answer was 
easy, “get out in the open,” Mr. Walker said. 
 
There must be something to Mr. Walker’s health formula.  He has managed to reach age 99, and his 
health is still good, generally.  Also, he must have had some success secret to pass on to his children.   
His oldest son, born in 1898, is a partner in one of Nashville’s most progressive printing firms.  Another 
son, age 65, is president of a large supply company in Nashville.  His third son is a successful banker 
in East Tennessee.   
 
After talking to Mr. Walker, there is no need to worry about his back injury.  He is only temporarily 
handicapped.  His friends are sure he will be on the way to the bank again real soon.  Don’t be 
surprised if he recovers in time to take care of his next social security check.  
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Questions and Answers 
The Nashville American (1894-1910); May 31, 1901; pg.4 
 
A. F. H. P. V – Please inform me of the number of townships in Cheatham County, 
Tenn., the population of the county, the principal towns and their population, the 
county seat and its population, the names of colleges, seminaries, etc., principal 
railroad, express and telegraph lines. 
A – Population of the county is 10,112; towns, Pegram, Shacklett, Narrows, 
Kingston Springs, Craggie Hope, Junkston, Deer Spring, Petway, Lillamay, Ashland 
City, Rest, Sycamore, Hoffasville, Pinnacle, Rosebower, Pleasant View, Thomasville, 
Henrietta, Halfpone, Lockertsville, Neptune, Cheap Hill, Marrowbone.  Ashland City 
is the county seat, population 350.  There are fifty – seven public schools.  The 
Northwestern Branch of the N. C. & St.. L. Railway runs through a portion of the 
county, and there are express and telegraph offices at the principal stations along 
it. 

 
A Family Stairway of Five Generations 
Daily American (1875-1894); July 3, 1877; pg.4 
 

The New York Palace received a visit yesterday from a family of 
Thomasville, Cheatham county, which included five generations, as 
follows:  Mrs. Sarah Ferebee, aged 78 years, Mrs. Virginia Hutton, 
daughter of Sarah, aged 60 years; Mrs. Sallie Cherry, daughter of Virginia, 
aged 42 years; Mrs. Cornelia Mallory, daughter of Sallie, aged 22 years; 
Master  James Mallory, son of Cornelia, aged six months.  The entire 
group were all in good health, and being mostly girls were able to go 
“shopping.”  Our reporter undertook to do a little sum in arithmetic, and 
though not figuring precisely, thinks he found where a few boys may have 
to in who are not named in the list. 

 
Society – Clarksville, Montgomery County, TN 
Daily American (1875-1894); Dec 27, 1886; pg. 5 
 
The firm of Kendrick, Pettus & Co. have taken in as a partner Mr. John Shaw, of Cheatham 
County.  Mr. Shaw will move to the city, and we will gain a good citizen. 

 
CCHGA Editor:  Lisa Walker, Cheatham County Historian, countyhistorian@bellsouth.net 
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CCHGA BYTES 
Cheatham County Historical and Genealogical Association 
P. O. Box 703, Ashland City, TN  37015 
Phone 615-792-3623 
cchga007@bellsouth.net  
http://www.rootsweb.com/~tncchga/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit CCHGA’s Facebook site:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cheatham-County-Historical -and-Genealogical-Association/ 

2015 CCHGA Meeting Dates to Remember!  Meetings start at 
6:30 p.m. at the Cheatham County Public Library 

 
January 8, 2015 – Business Meeting 
February 12, 2015 – Business Meeting 
March 12, 2015 – Business Meeting 
April 9, 2015 – Program Meeting – Betsy Thorpe  
May 14, 2015 – Business Meeting 
June  11, 2015 – Business Meeting 
July 9, 2015 – Program Meeting 
August 13, 2015 – Business Meeting 
September 10, 2015 – Business Meeting 
October 8, 2015 – Program Meeting 
November 12, 2015 – Business Meeting 
No meeting in December 
 
The CCHGA newsletter will be published in the months of March, June, 
September, and December. 
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