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2002  CCHGA Officers 
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Mitzi Curtis, Secretary 

Betty Cannon, Treasurer 
 

 
2002 Donations 

James Russell Walker, Sr. 
 

New Members 
James Russell Walker, Jr. 

Delma and Eugene Fambrough 
 
 

Monthly Meetings 
Call the CCHGA Office for 
additional information concerning 
chapter meetings, 
 
CCHGA 
4th Thursday @ 7:00 p.m. 
615-792-3623 
Senior Citizens Center - Ruth 
Drive 
 
Ashland City 
4th Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center  
 
Pleasant View 
Currently no planned meetings 
 
Kingston Springs 
4th Tuesday @ 6:30 P.M. 
 
PALS 
Quarterly-3rd Thursday 

 
 

CCHGA will meet immediately on April 25th at Senior Citizens 
Building on Ruth Drive. 

 
 
The Kingston Springs Historical Association will host a 
meeting on Tuesday, April 23 at the Kingston Springs Antiques 
and Coffee Shop located at the corner of Main Street and West 
Kingston Springs Road at 7:00 p.m. This meeting is to plan 
activities and programs for the remainder of the year and the 
general public is invited to attend.  If you would like to arrive 
early, and get a great meat and three before the meeting, 
Gerald Hemmer, newly elected President of KSHA is also chief 
cook and bottle washer.  For more information, please call Leslie 
Maxwell at 952-3917.  

 
The Ashland City Chapter will meet immediately after the 
CCHGA meeting on April 25th.   

 
Pond Creek and Lillamay/Sam’s Creek Chapter of CCHGA 
will sponsor “Spring into the Past” April 21 at 2:00 p.m. at 
Harvest Fields Baptists Chruch.  Contact June Nixon 792-1658 or 
Mary Sneed 792-7778. 

 
The new Cheatham County Public Library is scheduled to 
open May 6.   The library will be closed during the move from 
April 22 through May 4. 

 
Discussion is underway concerning moving the CCHGA office to 
the new library building as well a museum and archives area.  
More in the next issue! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Happy Birthday 
CCHGA!!!!!! 

April 17, 2002 

Gone and 
forgotten 
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A History of Clifton United Methodist Church      Greg Poole 
(Mrs. George Nicholson in 1953. ed wrote the following history.) 

It is not known just when the church was organized but according to records, it must have been 
before 1825. The first building was located about 600 yards northeast of the present one and was 
already on the lot, which was given to the Methodist Church by Edwin Clifton. There was room for a 
cemetery and a number of people are buried there. At the foot of the hill and across the road is a 
pretty little spring, which furnished plenty of fresh water for the church people. 
 
This deed is on record in the Montgomery County Register’s Office in Book R, pg. 548. It was given 
by Edwin Clifton to Mark Chambliss and others for the Methodist Church “for the love he has for the 
church on Christ.” The following were Trustees: Mark Chambliss, Joseph Stroud, Robert F. Williams, 
Phillip Duke, Thomas Bell, William Clifton and William Stewart. It was dated July 13th, 1825 and was 
witnessed by James Pool and Samuel K. Clifton.  
 
About 1888 the congregation began to talk about the need for a new building. There was no church 
at Bethel or Neptune at that time. The building was completed, the new furnishings put in and the 
congregation moved into the new house of worship. The Rev. J.M. Oakley was the pastor and the 
time was the summer of 1890. A revival was held and it is said that people could be heard shouting 
for a mile. Records show that 22 names were added top the roll in September of that year. 
  
There have been times in which no Sunday School was conducted in the new church. A record for 
Sunday, November 1, 1896 shows 16 scholars present and 12 absent with a collection of .20 cents. 
Another dated June 4, 1899 shows 28 scholars present. Some of the early pastors since 1890 have 
been: W.V. Jarrett, J.T. Faires, A.E. Stella and T.J. Thornton.  
 
After the turn of the century when a new Methodist Church was organized at Neptune, the 
membership decreased at Clifton. Many of the members lived nearer Neptune. In October 1897 
there were 242 members on roll at Clifton and now, 55 years later, there are 130 members. 

The Diary of Betty Gleaves      Greg Poole 
January 28, 1859 Spool some thread; very tired; Mr. Gleaves goes to see the doctor to get some 
vaccine to vaccinate us all. Some talk of smallpox in the neighborhood, been in Nashville some time 
and up on this side of Cumberland too. Little afraid it will get spread through the country. Mr. Gleaves 
vaccinated Lizzie,  Ada and several of the little Negroes. 
January 29th   Get my cloth put in the loom. Mr. Gleaves goes over to Ashland, says Elias 
Murphy is dead. 
January 30th   Mr. Gleaves says we will go to Mothers tomorrow; make some little preparation 
January 31st   Se we are off. Soon stop to see Nan Morris a little while; roads too bad and 
Frank lame, we go on horseback; found all at Forest Hill Church; Uncle Sandy preached; he and 
cousin Georgia go home with them; Ten and children at Mothers. Several of the Negroes there. 
February 1st    Mr. Gleaves goes home. Mother, Lon and I go down to Ashland, get me a calico 
dress, some silk handkerchiefs etc. 
February 3rd    Mother, Sack, Tish and Anna attend the meeting of the :”Good Templers.” 
February 4th    Ten sends Harriet down to wash some for mother. Fredonia Harris spends 
evening with us. 
February 6th    Go home. Tish goes with me. Get in boat to cross Cumberland, a steamboat 
comes along, have to get out till it passes; the waves dash in the boat. Get to Harpeth, feel too afraid 
to cross. Send Green after someone, meets Mr. Gleaves just starting after us. So glad to be home for 
tis bad, snowy evening.    

                                                                   Continued next issue…… 
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The Ashland Institute  Greg Poole 

(From an advertisement in The Clarksville Weekly Chronicle of August 11, 1883. The school was founded in 1880 and lasted through the 1885 school 
year. ed.) 
 
Ashland City High School for Males and Females 
A school of the classics, mathematics, science and music. Located at Ashland City, Tennessee, 18 
miles from Nashville. easy of access by boat and daily stage from Nashville. Prepared for college or 
for life. Has a drill class for teachers. Building ample. Fine corps of students. Aims to be the cheapest 
school of high grade in the South.   
    Highest tuition per month $3.50 
    Music, per month  $3.50 
    Board, per month  $9.00 
Opens September 3rd. For prospectus address: S.A. Link, A.M., Principal or R.S. Turner, Ashland 
City, Tennessee. 

 
Ashland Institute 
This school has run for five years with an average of about 80 students. Many young men and young 
ladies have been fitted to teach, and have succeeded finely.  
 
A school board has managed the finances and has done too much credit business for the interest of 
the school. The members of the present faculty have declined to continue their connection with the 
school. Clarksville Weekly Chronicle, May 30, 1885. 

The Incorporation of Ashland City (1859)  Greg Poole 
(The following document was taken from the “Acts of the Tennessee General Assembly.” Tennessee State Library and Archives.) 

 
To the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee now in session at Nashville, Your petitioners, 
Citizens of Ashland City, in Cheatham County, would respectfully represent to your honorable body 
that they are laboring under great inconvenience because their town is not incorporated, and they are 
aware that it cannot be done under existing laws, from the fact that they have not the requisite 
number of inhabitants, they therefore pray your honorable body to pass a special act incorporating 
the same, and that the boundaries include the whole Town as laid off by the County Commissioners.  
Oct. 25th 1859. 

 
J.N. Allen   W.C. Burk   W.C. Yeargin 
J.J. Nichols  G. Binkley   James W. Harris 
J.J. Connell  A.J. Bright   A.M. Allen 
Felix A. Harris  M.H. Boyd   E.B. Harris 
M.M. Stewart  James D. Stewart   George W. Hale 
John C. Hale  T.M. Hale   D.P. Hale 
W.W. Williams  S.W. Martin   A.B. Cullum 
M.M. Hiland  John B. Demumbra  William Demumbra 
Jesse Chadowin  G.W. Abernathy  Robert Bright 
William Bright  D. McKerley   W.D. Madden 
 

Know of a Cheatham County cemetery
which needs documenting?  Contact
CCHGA! 
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News from the Communities  Greg Poole 

 
Pleasant View, we understand, is to have electrical lights in the near future. The current is to be 
supplied by the Tennessee Power and Electric Company of Springfield. This is a forward step that the 
citizens of that live little town will never regret. Nashville Tennessean, Sept. 4, 1930 
 
Worie Felts has recently had his dwelling house on Main Street made to look real beautiful by the 
stroke of the paint brush in the hand of William Pinson. Wright Newton has also had his large frame 
on Main Street, recently bought of Thomas Lowe, made to look as new as the newest by the use of 
the paint brush. Springfield Record, May 24, 1888 
. 
In the past few days we have been told of several deaths, namely, Mrs. W.O. Teasley on the 25th, 
Mrs. Sallie Ellis on the 25th. She died at her daughters’, Mrs. C.C. Williams, where she was making 
her home. She was buried in the Head Grove Graveyard. Mrs. Anderson Sawyers, colored, died at 
her home on Saturday night and was buried near her home on Sunday. Springfield Record, August 1, 
1889. 
 
Marrowbone   The Fisk Jubilee Singers of Nashville will give a program at Marrowbone School 
house, Saturday night, March 5. These singers are well known, so don’t miss hearing them. 
Admission .15 and .25 cents. Ashland City Times, March 4, 1927 
 
Henrietta   James Franklin Nicholson, who has been engaged in the mercantile business near 
Henrietta for more than 40 years, has announced that he will retire shortly after the first of the year. 
Failing health is given by Mr. Nicholson as his reason for retiring. Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, Dec. 17, 
1926 
 
Thomasville   One of the most enjoyable occasions for the ladies of Thomasville was an all day 
quilting party given by Mrs. J.F. Head, Tuesday. A large number were present and as a result, Mrs. 
Head has 3 new quilts. Ashland City Times, Feb. 12, 1926. 
Married at the home of the bride’s father, David Fort on the 9th, the handsome young Dempsey 
Hunter of Thomasville to the beautiful Miss Georgie Fort of near Thomasville. Springfield  Record, 
March 1, 1888. 
 
Ashland City   The Lodge of Odd Fellows at their next meeting will install officers as follows: W.H. 
Harris. Noble Grand; J.M. Allen, Vice Grand; W.T. Clark, Recording Secretary; J.E. Justice, 
Treasurer. 
William B. Bate Lodge No. 220, Knights of Pythias has installed officers as follows: O.B. Cleveland, 
Chancellor; J.E. Justice, Vice Chancellor; Otis Cleveland, Prelate; George E. Murff, Keeper of 
Records and Seal; J.T. Duke, Master of Exchequer; J.R. Burkholder, Master of Works; D.J. Shivers, 
Master of Arms; W.V. Harris, Inner Guard and T.B. Binkley, Outer Guard. Nashville Tennessean, 
Dec. 30, 1907. 
 
Cheap Hill   Robert Bradley, Martin Walker and Bedford Perry, all of Pleasant View, attended the 
funeral of Mrs. Littleton Pardue, who died during the past winter at her home at Cheap Hill, which was 
preached at Half Pone Church on last Sunday by Dr. John Petty. Quite a crowd was present. 
Springfield Record, May 31, 1888. 
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Who’s Who in Cheatham County (1911)   Greg Poole 

(I recently discovered an old book entitled “Who’s Who in Tennessee,” published in 1911. The following are prominent Cheatham Countians at that time. 
ed.) 
Ashland City 
Chambliss, James Carroll.   banker; born Cheatham County, Feb. 27, 1858; Scotch-Irish descent; son of Mark Moore and 
Lucy Teasley Chambliss; father’s occupation, farmer; educated Winchester Normal School, Winchester, Tenn., and began 
business career as a teacher; formerly tax assessor of Cheatham Co., 1892-1896; been in the banking business for past 
ten years and is at present  vice-president of Ashland City Bank and Trust Co.; Democrat; married Nannie E. Allen, April 
29, 1885; member M.E. church, South. pg. 12. 
 
DeMoss, Thomas H.   farmer; born Davidson Co., Aug. 25, 1859; French descent; son of Shelton and Delilah Pack 
DeMoss; his father was a merchant and farmer; educated near Nashville; began life as a clerk in a store; married Ida 
Shelton; Justice of the Peace since 1900; school director 6 years previous; largely interested in stock raising; Democrat; 
member of the Methodist church. pg. 12. 
 
Dozier, Enoch   merchant and banker; born Davidson Co., Tenn., Jan. 13, 1849; Scotch-German descent; son of Enoch 
and Judith Gupton Dozier; his father was a farmer and miller; married Mrs. B.O. McDaniel May, 2879; Democrat; 
chairman of several public building committees; principal promoter and stockholder in Ashland City Bank and Trust Co., 
and is now president for the past 15 years; member of the Church of Christ. pg. 12. 
 
Harper, Samuel L.   County Court Clerk; born Cheatham Co., June 29, 1865; son of C.A. and Louisa McCormack Harper; 
paternal grandfather, John H. Harper; paternal grandmother, Elizabeth H. (Williams) Harper; maternal grandfather, 
Joseph McCormack; maternal grandmother, Susan Darr McCormack; Irish, German, English and Welsh descent; 
educated in common schools of Cheatham Co.; married Mary J. Sadler, Nov. 12, 1885; elected sheriff Cheatham Co., 
Aug. 1902; appointed Fire Marshal May, 1908; elected County Court Clerk Aug. 1910; active in breaking up night riding in 
Cheatham, Robertson and Montgomery counties while Fire Marshal; during term as sheriff arrested 108 men at one time, 
probably the largest arrest ever made by one sheriff in the state; Democrat. pg. 12. 
 
Hooper, James Newton   farmer; born in Cheatham Co. 1853; Welsh descent; son of John and Sallie Taylor Williams 
Hooper; father’s occupation farmer; paternal grandparents, Jesse and Bettie Eads Hooper; maternal grandparents, Tulio 
and Cynthia Snowden Williams; received common school education and all of his life has been devoted to farming; 
married Annie Crouch, Oct. 9, 1872; member, Odd Fellows; Democrat; M.E. church. pg. 12 
 
Justice, Joseph E.   lawyer; born Cheatham Co., May 17, 1869; son of James E. and Ann J. Hiland Justice; father’s 
occupation, educator; educated Ashland Institute and Cumberland University, Lebanon, Tenn.; graduated for the latter, 
Jan. 1894; worked on a farm until 18 years of age; left home to educated himself upon own resources in 1885; taught 
school in Cheatham Co., two years; in 1889 went to Miss., engaging in school work until 1893, taught at West Point, 
Miss., and was principal of Graded High School, Florence, Miss.; studied law and admitted to the bar at Ashland City in 
1894; married Lula Lenox, Nov. 16, 1897; member Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias; Democrat; Attorney for Ashland 
City Bank and Trust Co.; Ayer and Lord Tie Co.; engaged in the general practice of law at Ashland City. pg. 12-13. 
 
McConnico. Z.A.   educator; born Columbia, Tenn., Sept. 24, 1864; Scotch-Irish descent; son of M.Z. and Eliza Alexander 
McConnico; educated preparatory schools and Burritt College and Peabody College; began career as a teacher; married 
Axa Sparkman, May 22, 1889; member Masons; taught school in Texas in 1886-1887; co-principal of Tennessee Female 
College, also Franklin Male Academy, Franklin, Tenn.; four years principal Cheatham County High School; identified with 
farming interests; member of the Christian church. pg. 13. 
 
Pegram, William Maston   farmer; born Davidson C., Tenn., March 22, 1843; English descent; son of John P. and Permina 
Ussery Pegram; received common school education; joined the Confederate Army in 1861 and continued in the service 
until the latter part of the year 1863; elected magistrate in 1879 and served one term; formerly engaged in the mercantile 
business; married twice, first to Ellen Gallaher, 1864, second, Mattie A. Williams, 1882; member Christian church; 
Democrat. pg. 13. 
 
Pickard, Peter P.   banker; born Hickman Co., Oct. 1, 1845; French descent; son of Green and Mary Chamness Pickard; 
educated Marion, Alabama; in early life worked on a farm; entered the Confederate Army and served throughout the four 
years of the Civil War; later entered politics and served as Comptroller of the State of Tennessee, 1883-1889; Supervisor 
of the Census, 1900 for 6th Congressional District of Tenn.; has been in banking business for 25 years, and is now 
cashier of Ashland City Bank and Trust; married Julia Britt, Jan. 27, 1867; democrat; member M.E. church. pg. 13. 
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Shearon, Josiah Nichols   farmer; born in Davidson Co., Oct. 2, 1851; son of William and Josephine Alice Nichol Shearon; 
Scotch-Irish descent; father’s occupation, farmer; educated Cecilian College, Harden Co., Kentucky and graduated from 
that institute in 1872; Commercial degree in 1873; in early life engaged in farming and stock trading; married Mary E. 
Jenkins, Jan. 4, 1874; Democrat; member Chicago Democratic convention, July 1896; formerly postmaster Lillamay, 
Tenn.; former chairman of County Court of Cheatham Co.; now engaged in farming and dealing in real estate in 
Cheatham Co.; member of the Christian church. pg. 13. 

                                                                                Continued next Issue.... 
 
 

BETTY CANNON , CCHGA TREASURER AND TREASURE   
Jim Allen 

 Betty (Bowker) Cannon was born, in Old Hickory Tennessee,  the daughter of 
Robert L. Bowker and Henri Elise Stone.  The family  moved to the Neptune 
Community of Cheatham County right after she was born and Betty spent her 
youth there. 

 
She attended schools in Cheatham and Davidson Counties and graduated from Cheatham County Central High School.  
For a while, after graduation, she was in the insurance business; then worked at Acme Boot Company; the Cheatham 
County Co-op, as that oganization’s first bookkeeper and finished a twenty-four career with State Industries in Ashland City 
working in bookkeeping related activities there. 
 
Her bookkeeping experience paid off for the Cheatham County Historical and Genealogical Association (CCHGA) as she 
became our Treasurer when the Association was formed 17 April 1994 and has been reelected to the post each year 
since.  She was also one of the founding members and serves on the Board of Directors of CCHGA. 
 
 She is a member of the Tennessee Historical Society as well as CCHGA and currently serves as Secretary and Treasurer 
of the “Friends of the Library”.  She also spends time serving as the Historian for the McMurty Clan of Tennessee. 
 
Betty was a member of the organization that was forerunner of CCHGA, the Cheatham County Historical Society, which 
ceased to function in 1986.  This coupled with her knowledge of bookkeeping services has been invaluable in the 
objectives of CCHGA. 
 
As a member of the volunteer office staff at the CCHGA office, she not only serves on her designated day but can be found 
there several days a week working on various activities which do not always include her bookkeeping/treasurer chores.   
She printed and put the newsletter together for years prior to our recent format change and ensured that it was mailed out 
to the membership.  Now she assures that the newsletter is folded, properly labeled and stamped and mailed to everyone 
on the mailing list that does not receive the newsletter by e-mail. 
 
Her duties include liaison with the several chapters regarding membership payments to the chapters.  She is always 
seeking ways to improve working activities with the office staff and performs such a multitude of duties that it is impossible 
to mention them all here.   She is always ready to assist members as well as non-members in their research at the office 
and the archives.  Betty is so busy in so many different ways that she has yet to take up computing - something she vows 
she is going to undertake at any moment. 
 
Betty travels frequently for pleasure as well as on trips to museums, libraries and other historical societies partaking of 
events related to history and genealogy and bringing back information and ideas that benefit CCHGA. 
 
She is a Treasurer that is a treasure for all of us that know and work with her to treasure.   Thank you Betty Cannon!!! 
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March 2002 CCHGA Minutes  Mitzie Curtis 

 
 
The Cheatham County Historical and Genealogical Association met on March 29th 2002 at the Senior Citizens Center with 
12 members present.  President R.D. Huffines called the meeting to order at 7:07pm. 
 
Secretary, Mitzie Curtis, read minutes of the February meeting.  Betty Cannon made a motion to accept the minutes as 
read, seconded by Brenda Curtis and carried by vote of members present. 
 
Treasurer, Betty Cannon then gave the financial report.  As of March 25th, 2002 the Checking account started at $925.73 
ending at $377.67.  Savings account started at $5,213.36 ending at $6,554.49.  The History Book fund started at 
$4,295.78 and ending at $4,514.28. 
 
Betty Cannon discussed that during the month of March, only 3 History Books had been sold.   
 
Discussion followed as how to get the books out to the public for interest.  David Curtis made a motion to display the 
History Books in local businesses, seconded by Brenda Curtis and carried by vote with one abstention by Betty Cannon. 
 
The following members volunteered to help with this project in their areas:  Lisa Tinch: Pleasant View;, David Curtis: 
Sams Creek Area;   Josephine McMahon: Courthouse and Fourth Grade Teachers. 
 
Discussion concerning the relocation and time frame of the CCHGA move to the new Public Library followed.  To date 
concrete date has not been confirmed.  During the January meeting a committee was formed to meet with County 
Executor Bill Orange to discuss the plans for the relocation of CCHGA.  The committee was unable to schedule a meeting 
with Mr. Orange. 
 
Earl Nixon made a motion for “the committee appointed at a previous meeting” to meet with Bill Orange to discuss the 
time-line for the relocation.  With the option of a special meeting to be called to negotiate with the current landlord for extra 
time if needed, to stay at the present location.  Thelma Heflin seconded the motion and carried by vote. 
 
Earl Nixon presented information on the book “Convicts In Tennessee” for the members to review as a resource.  The 
cost of the book is $32.50.  A motion was made by David Curtis to purchase the book, seconded by Brenda Curtis and 
carried by vote.   
 
The attending members donated $25.00 toward the cost to purchase the book. 
 
Betty Cannon reported that CCHGA had received notification for Charter renewal at a cost of $20.00.  A motion by G.R. 
Solomon was made to renew the Charter, seconded by Thelma Heflin and carried by vote.   
 
Betty Cannon discussed the letter received by Brenda Wooten about the “10 Most Endangered Sites in Cheatham 
County”.  Members were encouraged to send in their list.  Jim Allen has sent reminders to the PALS Chapter. 
 
A motion was made by _______ to reimburse President Huffines for the cost of the guest speaker, Mr. Phil Ponders meal 
at the Annual Meeting last month in the amount of $10.50, seconded by Mitzie Curtis and carried by vote. 
 
David Curtis discussed ideas to increase interest in the CCHGA meetings for existing and new members.  One suggestion 
was to bring in guest speakers and/or demonstrations to share areas of interest at the meetings.  It was agreed upon by 
the members present to have the programs every other month starting in June.  Dave Curtis volunteered to do the 
program for the June meeting.  The program will be on the Civil War, which will include artifacts, recovered from the 
Middle Tennessee area.  The June meeting will be held at the residence of Dave and Mitzie Curtis.  Mitzie Curtis will 
create a brochure type flyer to be placed in local businesses and public buildings.  Thelma Heflin will take care of the 
publicity for the monthly programs. 
 
Josephine McMahon discussed the replica of the Springfield Courthouse as a night light/village house.  The members 
agreed that this would be a good idea to consider for the Cheatham County Courthouse once we are relocated in a 
permanent space.  Josephine McMahon will research the project. 
 
The March 29, 2002 meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
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 Encourage your family and friends to join CCHGA! 

CHEATHAM COUNTY HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
233 N. Vine Street, Ashland City, TN 37015 

 
Individual $15.00/year     Family  $25.00/year 
 
Lifetime $100.00    80+  Free  

 
Donation Amount _______________ 

 
NAME: include wife's surname before marriage if applicable._____________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
YOUR BIRTHDATE: _______________________SPOUSE BIRTHDATE_____________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:________________________________________STATE__________ZIP CODE______________ 
 
PHONE: HOME___________________BUSINESS_______________E-MAIL ADDRESS________________ 
 
SPECIFIC CHAPTER DESIRED:  

Ashland City    Kingston Springs  Pleasant View   
 Pond Creek & Lillamay/SamsCreek (PALS)  At Large Member 

 
Make checks payable to CCHGA 

 
Comments:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Cheatham County Historical and Genealogical Association 
233 North Vine Street 
Ashland City, TN  37015 
 


